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To  the  Regents  of  the  Universitij  of  the  State  of  Neio  York 

As  director  of  the  Home  p]diication  Department  I  report  on  the 
public  libraries  division  for  the  year  ending  Sep.  30,  1903,  as 
follows : 

Staff  and  expenditures.  The  Avork  has  been  done  by  the  same 
staff  as  last  year.  The  unusually  efficient  and  satisfactory  work 
of  both  the  inspector,  W:  R.  Eastman,  and  the  subinspector, 
\V:  F.  Yust,  merits  more  than  conventional  mention  in  this  re- 
port. The  careful  inspection  with  a  written  report  in  each  case 
of  330  libraries  in  56  counties  by  no  means  represents  the  yeai*'s 
work.  Hundreds  of  calls  have  been  made  at  our  office  by  libra- 
rians, trustees  and  citizens  specially  interested  in  establishing 
new  or  reorganizing  or  improving  old  libraries.  Every  mail 
brings  letters  stating  difficulties  and  asking  help.  New  York  has 
been  so  much  a  pioneer  in  this  kind  of  work  that  it  has  atti^acted 
wide  attention  and  there  are  few  days  in  the  year  that  do  not 
bring  one  or  more  inquiries  from  other  states  and  countries  that 
are  trying  to  profit  by  our  experience  in  advancing  the  great 
public  library  movement.  From  the  first  we  have  considered  it 
a  part  of  our  duty  which  the  state  would  warmly  approve  to  share 
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with  others  our  solution  of  problems  over  which  we  have  perhaps 
Avorked  years,  iu  the  same  spirit  of  cordial  cooperation  that  has 
brought  American  libraries  to  their  present  high  state  of  efficiency. 
Expenditures  for  home  education  including  public  libraries, 
traveling  libraries  and  collections,  study  clubs  and  extension 
teaching  were :  cash  grants  to  jniblic  libraries  |21,704.17,  books 
12,820.06,  binding  $272.77,  pictures,  lanterns  and  slides  |2,991.32, 
fittings  1926.09,  supplies  |295.36,  printing  |S10.74,  travel  |991.94, 
transi)ortation  |338.82,  repairs  .f  1-1.22,  telegrams  and  telephone 
1131.09,  incidentals  |2,  services  |380.82,  salaries  |30,878.93,  a 
total  of  162,558.93.  a  decrease  of  |1 591.25  from  1902. 

LIBRARIES  UNDER  STATE  SUPERVISION 

Charters  and  transfers.  During  the  year  5  permanent  and  8  pro- 
visional library  charters  were  granted.  9  provisional  charters 
previously  granted  were  made  jiermanent.  1  charter  was 
amended  by  changing  the  method  of  electing  trustees  to  conform 
to  a  change  from  village  to  city  government.  7  library  transfers 
were  approved.  The  charter  of  1  transferred  and  thus  consoli- 
dated with  another  library  was  surrendered  and  the  corporation 
was  dissolved. 

The  following  tables  shoAv  location,  name,  volumes  and  property 
of  each  library : 

Library  charters  Oct.  1,  1902-Sep.  30,  1903 


No. 

Postoffice 

Corporate  name 

Volumes 

Property 

1 

Biugliamton 

Greene 

Permanent  charters 
Binghamton  Public  Library  .... 

a 

'^ 

Moore  Memorial  Library 

Oneida  Public  Library 

0666 

$70  000   .  . 

8 

Oneida   

h 

4 

Roxbury      

Roxbury  Library 

1  342 
1992 

|2  400  . . 

5 

Solvay 

Solvay  Public  Library 

23  022  .. 

Provisional  charters  made  permanent 


Adams 

Brewster 

Caldwell 

Canisteo 

Fillmore 

Massena 

New  Berlin 

Port  "Washington 
Vernon 


Adams  Free  Library 

Brewster  Library 

Lake  George  Free  Library 

Wimodaughsian  Free  Library. . 

Wide  Awake  Club  Library 

Massena  Library 

New  Berlin  Library 

Port  Washington  Free  Library. 
Vernon  Public  Library 


1429 

1620 

1123 

1637 

825 

849 

1795 

1100 

1163 

1  565  89 
1  328  21 
1  160  . . 
1  461  26 
1  873  60 
1  110  30 
2 172  13 
1  870,?. . 
1  429  60 


oOity  voted  $7500  a  year  to  maintain  library. 
6         "  1500 
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No. 


Postoffice 


Baiting  Hollow 

Collins 

East  Eockaway 

Honeoye 

Lowville 

Mattituck 

North  Java. .  .  . 
Pleasant  Vallev 


Corporate  name 


Provisional  charters  for  five  years 
Baiting  Hollow  Free  Library  .  . . 

Collins  Free  Library 

East  Rockaway  Free  Library  .  .  . 

Honeoye  Public  Library 

Lowville  Free  Library 

Mattitufk  Free  Library 

Nortli  Java  Free  Library 

Pleasant  Valley  Free  Library .  .  . 


Volumes     Property 


71 

100 

1  100 


45 


100 
63 
100 
187 
62.5 
580  50 
116  66 
125  .. 


Plattsburg 


Charter  amended 
Charter  of  Plattsburg  Public  Library  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  trustees  of  the  village" 
and  inserting  in  their  place  ' '  mayor  with  the 
consent  of  the  common  council." 


Library  transfers  approved  Oct.  1,  1902-Sep.  30,  1903 


No. 


From 


To 


Theresa  board  of  education Theresa  Free  Library 

Poppenhusen  Institute  Library ...  Queens  Borough  Library .  . 

N.  Y.  Free  Circ.  Lib.  for  the  Blind.  New   Yoi-k  Public   Library 

Aguilar  Free  Library 

Avenue  C " 

East  Broadwav " 

59th  st   ' 


Vols. 


1478 

2  495 

1  649 

83  619 


Corporation  dissolved 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind  became  branch  of 
New  York  Public  Library. 

Approval  of  acceptance  of  library  gifts.  By  laws  of  1902,  ch.  185, 
§30  of  the  rniveisity  Law  was  amended  and  the  following  clause 
added : 

By  ma.iority  vote  at  any  election  any  municipality  or  district,  or  by  three 
fourths  vote  of  its  council,  any  city  may  accept  gifts,  grants,  devises  or 
bequests  for  public  library  purposes  on  condition  that  a  specified  annual 
:ippropriation  shall  thereafter  be  made  for  maiuteuauce  of  such  library  or 
libraries.  Such  acceptance,  when  approved  by  the  Regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity under  seal  and  recorded  in  its  book  of  charters,  and  in  a  school  not 
subject  to  their  visitation  when  approved  by  the  state  superintendent  of 
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l»ul»lic  instruction.  sluiH  bo  a  Itinding  contract,  and  sucli  municipality  and 
district  sliall  levy  and  collect  yearly  tlie  amount  provided  in  the  manner 
]>rescribed  for  other  taxes. 

Siieli  acceptaiROS  of  gifts  for  libpai-y  biiildiiij»s  wevo  approved 
by  the  Mrgviiis  under  seal  and  recorded  as  follows: 

Approvals  of  acceptance  of  library  gifts  Oct.  1,  1902-Sep.  30,  1903 


Date 

Libiar.v 

Donor 

Amount 

Dec.   4,  1902 

Amsterdam  Free  Library 

Binghamton  Public  Library 

Oneida  Public  Librarv 

Andrew  Carnegie 

125  000 
75  000 
11  000 

May  21,  1903 

Port  Jervis  Free  Library 

Gloversville  Free  Library 

North  Tonawauda  Public  Library 
Oneida  Public  Librarv 

30  000 

50  000 

20  000 

a  15  000 

fl  Inckiding-  previous  gift  of  $11,000. 

Growth.  The  number  of  libraries  holdin.u  University  charters 
has  increased  by  18.  There  are  now  225  independent  libraries 
in  the  I'niversily,  all  hut  4  free  for  the  circulation  of  ilx)oks.  One 
association  formed  to  ]»r(Huote  library  organization  in  the  city 
of  Brooklyn  holds  a  limited  charter.  77  of  the  above  libraries 
were  incorjiorated  jn'ovisionally  for  ">  years,  each  one  having  less 
than  $1000  j»i-oi»(iiy  in  books  or  other^vise.  !1  lil)rari<'s  thus  in- 
corporated have  reached  the  flOOO  mark  and  jiassed  to  the  jjer- 
uuineut  register  during  the  year. 

Resources  of  new  libraries.  Each  of  the  o  libra.ries  receiving 
jjermanent  charters  has  an  excellent  building  either  in  actual 
possession  or  in  immediate  ]n-ospect.  ^liss  Helen  M.  Gould  has 
provided  for  the  Roxbury  library;  the  library  at  Greene  is  in- 
debted to  W.  H.  and  J.  H.  Moore  of  Chicago  and  members  of 
their  families  for  a  building  already  erected  at  a  cost  of  fGo.OOO, 
and  for  an  equipment  of  5000  books  duly  catalogued.  The  Solvay 
Public  Library  has  a  promise  of  |10,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie 
and  a  further  offer  of  an  equal  sum  from  the  Solvay  Process  Co. 
for  a  building  and  a  guaranty  from  the  same  company  of  1500  a 
year  for  maintenance;  the  libraries  at  Oneida  and  at  Binghamton 
have  accepted  offers  of  |15,000  and  of  175,000  i-espectively  from 
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Andrew  (Jarnegie  for  biiildiugs.  As  the  trausactions  were  not 
complete  at  tlie  time  of  apitlieation,  these  figures  do  not  all  appear 
in  the  table  of  charters;  but  the  5  libraries  would  represent  at 
least  |1S0,000  as  the  library  investment. 

The  9  provisional  charters  made  permanent  represent  much 
earnest  and  patient  effort  in  small  communities  to  accumulate 
books  and  place  their  respective  enterprises  on  substantial  founda- 
tions. Results  thus  reached  are  highly  prized  and  faithfully 
usedi. 

In  comparison  with  the  others  the  8  provisional  corporations 
seem  small  and  insignificant,  l^ut  the  figures  given  in  the  original 
applications  and  shown  in  the  table  were  considerably  increased 
by  state  aid  and  otherwise  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Doubtless 
in  due  time  these  libraries  also  will  reach  and  pas®  beyond  the 
•flOOO  mark. 

Transfers.  The  consolidation  of  libraries  in  New  York  city  has 
involved  transfer  of  the  entire  Aguilar  Free  Library  with  its  4 
flourishing  branches  to  the  New  York  Public  Library,  The  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind  has  also  become  a 
branch  of  the  New  York  Public  Library,  which  now  has  18 
branches  in  its  circulating  department.  The  Poppenlmsen  Insti- 
tute Library  at  College  Point  has  become  a  branch  of  the  Queens 
Borough  Library. 

Registered  libraries.  Five  libraries  already  incorporated  or  in 
charge  of  coi'iio rat  ions  were  added  to  the  University  register, 
^ome  of  these  had  been  in  operation  for  many  years.  One  library 
for  special  reasons  was  withdirawn  from  registry  and  has  since 
received  liberal  endowment  fr<im  ])rivate  sources.  The  present 
number  of  registered  libraries,  including  branches  of  which  th.ea*e 
are  44  in  New  York  city  alone,  is  111,  which  added  to  225 
chartered  and  admitted  libraries  makes  the  total  number  in  direct 
relations  with  the  T'niversity  33G.  There  are  some  200  otbei's 
connected  with  high  schools  which  are  free  for  public  use  and 
make  a  total  of  about  530  libraries  under  inspection.  In  the 
absence  of  complete  reports  the  exact  number  can  not  be  deter- 
mined. 
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Libraries  registered  Oct.  1,  1902-Sep.  30,  1903 


No. 


Postoltice 


Buffalo. 
Carmel . 
Delhi  . . 
Milton  . 
Moravia 


Name 


Vr)l  limes 


Fitch  Sociological  Library 652 

Carmel  Literary  Union  Library 1  908 

Dellii  Free  Library 1  000 

Sarah  Hull  Hallock  Free  Lil)rary 1  47r) 

Powers  Library 8  856 


Library  withdrawn  from  registry 
Hfudrick  Hudson  Free  Lilirarv,   Hudson 


Propeitj 


11575  ., 
1  890  . . 
1  164  20 
5  759  40 


INSPECTION 

Libraries  visited.  J)nriiij;'  the  ytai-  inspector  William  K.  East- 
man and  siibinspeetor  William  F.  Yust  have  visited  330  libraries, 
a  Iaro;er  nuinbeir  tlian  ever  before.  These  were  in  5G  counties;  39 
of  these  libraries  liad  not  been  previously  reached  and  19  were  not 
connected  with  the  University.  Charters  were  granted  to  20  of 
tlie  libraries  visited.  The  charter  of  one  was  amended,  5  were 
registered  as  maintaining  a  proper  standard,  and  169  received 
grants  of  public  library  money. 

The  inspector  gave  50  lectures  and  addresses  in  communities 
desiring  to  establish  public  libraries,  before  library  associations 
and  institutes,  in  State  and  Pratt  Institute  Library  Schools  and 
at  Chautauqua  Assembly,  l  lectures  on  library  buildings  were 
illustrated  by  stereopticon  pictures. 

Certificates  of  approved  circulation.  Certificates  of  approved 
circulation  were  issued  to  43  ]il)raries  and  branches  which  are 
free  for  public  use,  though  controlled  by  private  corporations. 
Their  applications  for  local  aid  by  public  taxation  were  based 
on  statements  and  figures  thus  certified.  To  guard  against  irregu- 
larity and  possible  abuse  rules  for  the  more  uniform  recording 
of  library  service  were  sent  out  the  past  year  and  the  regular 
certificate  was  given  only  for  circulation  of  books  under  standard 
conditions.  Other  forms  of  service  are  now  recognized  by  a  sup- 
plemental certificate  stating  the  reported  facts  and  estimating 
their  equivalent  in  terms  of  standard  approved  circulation.  The 
rules  are  reprinted  below. 
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RULES     FOR     CERTIFICATES     OF     CIRCULATION     AND     OTHER     APPROVED 

LIBRARY    SERVICE 
Revised  Mar.  4,  1903 

Lau:s  Of  1892,  ch.  S18 

§  37  Subsidies.  By  similar  vote  money  may  be  granted  toward 
the  support  of  libraries  not  owned  by  the  public  but  maintained 
for  its  welfare  and  free  use;  provided,  that  such  libraries  shall 
be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  Regents  and  registered  by  them 
as  maintaining  a  proper  standard,  that  the  Regents  shall  certify 
what  number  of  the  books  circulated  are  of  such  a  character  as 
to  merit  a  grant  of  public  money  and  that  the  amount  granted 
yearly  to  libraries  on  the  basis  of  circulation  shall  not  exceed  10 
cents  for  each  volume  of  the  circulation  thus  certified  by  the 
Regents. 

The  purpose  of  these  rules  is  not  to  restrict  the  freedom  of  auy  librai-y 
as  to  number  of  books  lent  to  a  reader  at  one  time,  its  methods  of  distribu- 
tion or  other  details  of  local  administration,  but  to  fix  a  standard  fairly 
comparing  the  work  of  different  libraries  reporting. 

Circulation 

1  The  standard  certificate  of  circulation  will  include  only  ap- 
proved books  circulated  under  standard  conditions. 

2  The  free  circulation  of  each  library  shall  be  accurately 
recorded  each  day,  counting  1  for  each  bound  book  voluntarily 
selected  and  taken  by  a  borrower,  presumably  from  his  wish  to 
read  it. 

3  Only  one  work  of  fiction  at  a  time  may  be  counted  for  one 
borrower,  but  other  books  not  fiction  may  be  counted. 

1  Renewal  of  a  book  under  library  rules  at  or  near  the  end  of 
regular  terms  of  issue  may  also  be  counted,  but  no  increase  can 
be  made  because  books  are  read  by  others  or  for  any  other  reason. 

Other  approved  service 

5  On  request  supplemental  certificates  will  be  given  in  all  cases 
when  needed  to  place  the  facts  of  other  approved  service  to  the 
public  by  the  library  before  local  financial  boards. 

6  Books  lent  by  unregistered  branches,  distribution  of  books  to 
students  in  schools,  use  of  traveling  or  home  libraries,  circulation 
of  unbound  magazines,  pamphlets  or  any  other  kind  of  approved 
circulation  or  other  library  service  will  be  recognized  by  supple- 
mental certificates  if  the  records  kept  make  it  practicable. 

7  Reports  should  cover  the  year  ending  June  30,  though  for 
suflScient  reason  permission*  will  be  given  to  report  for  a  year  end- 
ing at  some  other  date. 

8  Whenever  the  report  of  a  library  asking  a  certificate  is  for 
any  cause  unusual  or  out  of  due  proportion  to  the  number  of  its 
books  or  readers,  a  detailed  examination  of  its  rules,  methods  and 
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records  of  charging  books  shall  be  made  and  the  certificate  shall 
mention  or  allow  for  anv  errors  or  methods  which  might  increase 
or  diminish  nndulj  apparent  service  to  the  public  when  compared 
with  that  of  similar  libraries  under  usual  conditions  and  methods, 
or  for  an}-  books  in  use  by  the  library  which  Avould  not  be  approved 
to  be  bought  with  state  gi*ants.  If  anything  inconsistent  with  a 
proper  library  standard  appears,  no  certificate  will  be  given  till 
all  requirements  have  been  met. 

Melvil  Dewey  Director 
Albany  N.  Y.  May  2,  1903 


Certificates  of  approved  circulation  Oct.  1,  1902-Sep.  30,  1903 


No. 

Name  of  library 

Certified 

circulation 

for  one 

year 

1 

Albany  fre 

Pine 

Union 

Young 

Pruy 

Young 

Amsterdan 

Auburn,  S 
Gloversvil 
New   Berii 

New  York, 

e 

35  000 

2 

Hills  branch 

18  000 

8 

free 

40  000 

4 

Men's  Association .    

50  000 

5 

n  branch .    . . 

49  000 

6 

Men's  Christian  Association 

7  000 

7 

a  free 

43  000 

88  500 

8 

eymour 

35  000 

9 

e  free 

63  500 

10 

n 

7  700 

9  500 

11 

Bethany  Memorial  circulating 

16  000 

12 

Bronx  free 

4  400 

13 

Cathedral  free  circulating 

115  000 

(Unregistered  branches) 

30  000 

(Supplemental) 

300  000 

14 
15 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen .  . . 
Harlem 

95  000 
150  000 

16 

Hvidson   Guild 

8  500 

17 

Maimonides  free 

184  000 

18 

Neighborhood  Settlement 

13  000 

19 

New  York  public,  Aguilar  branch 

197  000 

20 

Avenue  C  branch 

159  000 

21 

Bloomingdale  branch 

170  000 

33 

Bond  St.  branch 

118  000 

23 

Chatham  sq.  branch  

153  000 

24 
25 

East  Broadway  branch 

59th  St.  brancli 

170  000 
158  000 

26 

George  Bruce  branch 

146  000 

27 

Harlem  branch 

130  000 

?^ 

Jackson  sq.  branch 

130  000 

29 

Library  for  the  blind 

8  548 

30 

Muhlenberg  branch 

108  000 

31 

Ottendorfer  branch 

195  000 

32 
33 

Riverside  branch 

St  Agnes  branch 

57  000 
130  000 

34 

84th  st  branch 

63  000 

35 
36 

Washington  Heights  branch. . 

Yorkville  branch 

(Supplemental) 

96  000 
194  000 
400  000 
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No. 


37 

38 

39 

40 
41 
42 

43 


Name  of  library 


New  York  University  Settlement  free 

Webster   free 

(►Supplemental) 

Young  Men's  Benevolent  Ass'n  free  circulating. 

Young  Women's  Christian  Association 

South  Dansville,  Ladies  free 

Tottenville  Library  Association 

(Supplemental) 

Union  Springs,  Springport  free 

Total 


Certified 

circulation 

for  one 

year 


75  000 

120  000 

16  000 

91  000 

88  000 

1  000 

13  500 

250 

3  100 


4  373  493 


GRANTS 

Grants  of  public  library  money  were  made  to  245  libraries 
including-  branches.  Apportionments  were  made  each  month  ex- 
cept in  August  11)03  and  each  grant  was  limited  to  |100.  As  |200 
is  still  allowed  by  ordinance,  83  applications  were  in  excess  of 
the  sum  i)aid  and  09  were  for  the  full  amount  of  |200.  The  total 
amount  granted  was  121,701.17,  averaging  |88  to  each  library. 
Approved  applications  from  the  same  libraries  amounted  to 
$29,179.17,  or  |7475  in  excess  of  all  apportionments.  Doubtles.s 
many  applications  would  have  been  for  larger  sums  if  full  pay- 
ment had  been  thought  possible. 

The  following  tables  show  monthly  payments  and  amount  given 

each  library. 

Public  library  grants 


Date 

No. 

Asiied 

Total  granted 

1902— Oct   3 

30 
36 
16 
27 
17 
38 
15 
13 
13 
23 
22 

$3  630  .. 
3  929  99 

1  680  . . 

2  697  .. 
2  050  .. 
5  340  .. 
1  504  22 

1  651  46 

2  048  50 
2  580  .. 
2  068  .. 

$2  880  .. 
3 154  99 

Nov.  10 

Dec.  8 

1  305 

1903— Jan.  2 

2  397 

Feb.  2 

1  450 

Mar.  2 

3  365 

Ap.   2 

1  129  22 

May  2 

1  101  46 

June  1 

July  1 

1  223  50 

1  980 

Sep.  14 

1  718 

Total 

250 

129  179  17 

$21  704  17 

Deducting  5  duplicates  this  shows  a  total  of  245  different  libraries  and  branches 
receiving  grants. 
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Libi-aries  receiving  grants 

1  Adams  Free  Library.  . .  $100  .  . 

2  Addison  Public  Library.     100  .  . 

3  Albany  Free  Library  (2 

branches)    200  . . 

4  Albany,    Y.    M.    C.    A. 

Library  100  .  . 

5  Albion,  Swan  Library.  .     100  . . 

6  Alexandria    Bay,    Hol- 

land Library 100  . . 

7  Alfred    University    Li- 

brary       100  .  . 

8  Amsterdam     Free     Li- 

brary       100  .  . 

9  Angelica  Free  Library .     100  . . 

10  Auburn,     Seymour    Li- 

brary       100  . . 

11  Aurora  Public  Library.     100  .. 

12  Baiting     Hollow     Free 

Library  100  . . 

13  Ballston      Spa     Public 

Library 99  50 

14  Bath-on-Hudson   Public 

Library 100  . . 

15  Belmont    Literary    and 

Historical         Society 
Free  Library 100 

16  Bolton  Free  Library.  . .       75 

17  Boonville,     Erwin     Li- 

brary and  Institute.  .     100 

18  Bristol  Free  Library. . .       25 

19  Brockport,  Normal 

School     Library 100 

20  Brooklyn      Public     Li- 

brary (17  branches) .  .  1700 

21  Brooklyn,        Children's 

Museum    Library    of 
Brooklyn  Inst 100 

22  Brooklyn,  Hartnett  Free 

Library 100 

23  Brooklyn,  Hebrew  Edu- 

cational   Society    Li- 
brary       100 

24  Buffalo  Catholic  Insti- 

tute Library 100 

25  Buffalo  Historical  Soci- 

ety Library 100 

26  Buffalo  Public  Library 

(2  branches) 200 

27  Buffalo  Society  of  Nat- 

ural Sciences  Library  100 


Oct.  1,  1902  Sep.  30,  1903 

28  Buffalo  University,  Med- 

ical Dep't  Library..  $100 

29  Buffalo,  Grosvenor  Pub- 

lic Library 100 

30  Buffalo,  Women's  Edu- 

cational   and    Indus- 
trial Union 30 

31  Caldwell,  Lake  George 

Free  Library 20 

32  Camden   Library   Asso- 

ciation       100 

33  Canaan  Public  Library.      25 

34  Canandaigua,  Wood  Li- 

brary Association  . . .     100 

35  Canaseraga,     Essential 

Club  Free  Library.  . .       60 

36  Canastota     Public     Li- 

brary       100 

37  Canisteo,     Wimodaugh- 

sian  Free  Library...     100 

38  Canton  Free  Library. . .     100 

39  Carmel  Literary  Union 

Library 50 

40  Catskill  Public  Library.     100 

41  Cazenovia     Public     Li- 

brary Society 100 

42  Cherry  Valley  Library.     100 

43  Chester  Free  Library.  .       33 

44  Claverack  Free  Library 

and  Reading  Room.  .       77 

45  Clinton,  Kirklaud  Town 

Library 100 

46  College  Point,   Poppen- 

husen    Institute    Li- 
brary         83 

47  Collins  Free  Library. . .     100 

48  Cornwall      Public     Li- 

brary         50 

49  Cornwall-on-IIudson 

Public  Library  45 

50  Crown  Point,  Hammond 

Library 50 

51  Cuba     Circulating     Li- 

brary Association  .  . .     100 

52  Dansville     Public     Li- 

brary       100 

.53  Delhi  Free  Library 100 

54  Dryden,  Southworth  Li- 
brary        100 


REPORT    ON    PUBLIC    LIBRARIES    1903 


275 


55  East    Rockaway     Free 

Libi-aiT  $1^>  •• 

50  Easton,  Burtou  Library       35   .  . 

57  EUenville     Public     Li- 

brary        100  . . 

58  Elmira,    Steele    Memo- 

rial Library 100  . . 

59  Essex  Free  Library 100  . . 

GO  Fairport  Public  Library  80  .  . 
61  Farmer  Free  Library . .  KX)  .  . 
G2  Fillmore,   Wide  Awake 

Club  Library 50  .  . 

03  Forestport  Literary  and 

Social  Union  75   .  . 

04  Fort     Plain     Free     Li- 

brary        100   . . 

65  Frankfort  Free  Library  100  .  . 
m  Fredonia,  D.  R.  Barker 

Library    Association .     100  .  . 

67  Freoport      Public      Li- 

brary       100  . . 

68  Frieudsbip      Free      Li- 

brary        1»X>  .  . 

69  I'ulton  Public  Library .     100  .  . 
10  Geneseo,  Wadsworth  Li- 
brary       100  .. 

71  Ghent  Public  Librax-y-  •       75  . . 

72  Gilbertsville    Free    Li- 

brary        47  72 

73  Glen    Cove    Public    Li- 

brary        100   . . 

74  Glen       Haven       Public 

Library 45   .  . 

75  Glens    Falls,    Crandall 

Free  Library 100  .  . 

70  Gloversville     Free     Li- 

brary       100  .  . 

77  Gowanda  Free  Library.     100  .  . 

78  Grahamsville,       Daniel 

Pierce  Library 100  . . 

79  Granville  Free  Library     100  . . 

80  Greenwich      Free      Li- 

brary        100  . . 

81  Groton  Public  Library.     100  .  . 

82  Hamburg  Free  Library.       34  .  . 

83  Hammondsport     Public 

Library  40  .  . 

84  Haverstraw  King's 

Daughters  Public  Li- 
brary        100  . . 

85  Highland  Falls  Library      73  50 


86  Homer,     Phillips     Free 

Library  

$100  .. 

87  Honeoye  Public  Library 

50  .. 

88  Ilornellsville,      Hornell 

Library  Association. . 

100  .. 

89  Hunter  Public  Library . 

15  .. 

90  Ilion  District  Library.  . 

100  .. 

91  Irvington,   Guiteau   Li- 

brary   

100  .. 

92  Jamestown, James  Pren- 

dergast  Library  Asso- 

ciation   

100  .. 

93  Johnstown     Public    Li- 

100  .. 

94  Jordanville    Public    Li- 

brary   

35   .. 

95  Keene  Valley  Public  Li- 

brary      

50  .  . 

90  Keuka  College  and  In- 

stitute Library 

100  .. 

97  Lake  Placid  Public  Li- 

97  11 

98  Lewiston  Free  Library. 

100   .. 

99  Liberty  Public  Library. 

25   .. 

too  Liverpool     Public     Li- 

100  .. 

101  Long        Island        City, 

Queens   P.orough    Li- 

brary (8  branches) . . . 

800  .. 

102  Lowville  Free  Library. 

100  .. 

103  Malone,            Wadhams 

Reading  Circle 

75   .. 

104  Marathon,  Peck  Memo- 

rial Library 

100  .. 

105  Marlboro    Library 

25  .. 

106  Massapequa,  De  Lancey 

Floyd-Jones  Free  Li- 

brary   

50   .. 

107  Masseua  Library 

100   .. 

108  Mattituck  Free  Library 

100  .. 

109  Mayville,  Tuesday  Club 

Library  

100  .  . 

110  Mellenville    Public    Li- 

brary   

25   .. 

Ill  Middletown  Library... 

100   .. 

112  Millbrook  Free  Library 

100  .. 

113  Milton,       Sarah      Hull 

Hallock  Free  Library 

60   .. 

114  Mohawk  Public  Library 

50   .. 

115  Montour  Falls  Free  Li- 

brary  

50  .. 
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IK)  Moravia,  Powers  Li- 
brary           ^o()  .  . 

117  Morristown    Public    Li- 

brary           75   .  . 

118  Mount     Vernon     Public 

Liln-ary   KM)  .  . 

119  Nassau  Free  Library..  18  .. 

120  New  Berlin  Library...  100  .. 

121  New     Rochelle     I'ublic 

Library   KM)   .  . 

122  New  York,  Bronx  Free 

Library   KH)   .  . 

123  New   York.    Brysou   Li- 

brary.  Teachers  Col- 
lege        KM)   .  . 

124  New  York.   Harlem   Li- 

brary         1(10   .  . 

125  New  York.  Ilisb  Bri(l,i,'.> 

Free  Libra i-y KM)  .  . 

12(i  New       York,       Hudson 

Guild  Library KJO  .  . 

127  New  York,  Mainioijides 

Free  Library KM)   .  . 

P28  New  York,  Neiglibor- 
b(K)d  Settlement  Li- 
brary         KM)   .  . 

129  New    York    Public    Li- 

brary, circulating 

dep't  (18  branches).  .  1  8(M)   .  . 

130  New     Y'ork,     Riverdale 

Library  Association..        .50   .. 

131  New    York.    University 

Settlement    Free    Li- 
brary         KM)   .  . 

132  New      York.       Webster 

Free  Library KM)  .  . 

13;^  New  York,  Y.  M.  B.  A. 
Free  Circulating  Li- 
brary         KM)   .  . 

134  New  York,  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

Free   Circulating    Li- 
brary         km:)  .  . 

135  Newark  Free  Public  Li- 

brary         100   . . 

13G  Newark    ^'alley    Public 

Library 100  .  . 

137  Newfield       I'ublic       Li- 

brary           (iO   .  . 

138  Niagara     Falls     Pulilic 

Library 100  .  . 

139  Nineveh  Public  Library     100   .  . 
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140 

North    Java    Free    Li- 

brary     

.1?100    .  . 

141 

North  Tonawanda  I'ub- 

lic Librarv 

100   .  . 

142 

Nyack  Library 

100   .. 

143 

Ogdensburg    Public    Li- 

Itrarv   

KMJ 

144 

Ossining  Public  Library 

100   .  . 

145 

Oxfoi-d     ^Memorial     Li- 

brarv    

100   .  . 

140 

Oyster     Bay     Free     Li- 

brarv    

KM)   .  . 

147 

Palmyra  King's  Daugh- 

ters Free  Library. . . 

KX)   .  . 

148 

Patcliogue    Library.  . .  . 

100   .  . 

149 

I'enn     Yan     Public    Li- 

brarv    

KM)   .  . 

l.-o 

Philmont      Pulilic      Li- 

l)i'arv    

54  35 

151 

I'hoenic-ia  Free  Lil»rary 

40   .  . 

152 

Piermont  Free  Librai-y. 

100    .  . 

153 

Pine  Bush  liibrary.  . .  . 

KM)    .  . 

154 

Plattsburg     Public     Li- 

brarv    

100   .  . 

155 

Pleasant     Valley     Free 

r^ihrarv   

KM)   .  . 

l.-.c, 

Port     Henry,     Sherman 

Free  Library 

100   .  . 

157 

Port    Jervis,     Minisink 
Valley  Historical  So- 

ciety Library  

50   .  . 

158 

Port    Washington    Free 

Librarv   

25   .  . 

1.59 

Portville  Free  Library. 

25   .  . 

k;o 

Potsdam  Public  Library 

and  Reading  Room .  . 

100    .. 

101 

Red    Hook    Public    Li- 

brarv    

80  .. 

Ki2 

Riverhead,         Roanoke 

Public  Library 

25   .. 

Ki3 

Rockville    Center    Pub- 

lic Lil)rarv 

KM!    .  . 

1(54 

Round   Lake.    Woman's 
Round  Lak(s  Improve- 

ment Society 

70   .. 

1(55 

Roxbury  Library 

25   .. 

IOC. 

Salem.  Bancroft  I'ublic 

Librarv  

1(M»    .  . 

Ki7 

Saugerties     Public     Li- 

brarv    

100   .. 
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168  Sehenectaily  Free  Pnh-  18(! 

lit-   Libi-ai-y -I^loo   .  .       187 

109  Schenectady,  Union  Col- 
lege  Library loo   ..    :    1,S8 

170  Scluiylerville    Free     Li-  ISO 

brary   KXt   .  . 

171  Sea  Cliff  Pulilic  Library     loo   ..       i!t(» 

172  Seneca     Falls     Library  j    T.»1 

Association loo   .  . 

173  Shelter     Island     Public  V.rj 

Library   loo  .  . 

17-i  Sherburne     Public     Li-  ]<»8 

brary   HXt.  .  . 

175  Sidney  Public  Lilirary.     KXt   ..       i<i4 

176  South  Dansville,  Ladies 

Free  Library 50   .  .       195 

177  Southampton.       Rogers  lite. 

Memorial   Lil)rary...      loo   .. 

178  Springville    Public    Li-  197 

brary   loo   .  . 

179  Stockton,  ^Lary  E.  Sey-  198 

mour  Memorial  Free 

Library   190   .  .       199 

180  Syracuse      Public      Li- 

brary        l(Mi   .  .       2(io 

181  Theresa    Free   Lil)rary.      loo   .. 

182  Ticonderoga   Public  Li-  I'ol 

brary   100   . 

183  Tomkins     Cove     Pul)lic  202 

Library  85   . 

184  Tonawanda    Public    Li-  203 

brary  KH)   . 

185  Tottenville  Library  As- 

sociation         100   . 


Troy,  Y.  W.  A.  Library.     $55  . 

Union  Springs,  Spring- 
port  Free  Library...        (>0   . 

I'tica   Public  Library..      KMl   . 

Van    Etten    I*ul)lic    Li- 

l)rary  80  99 

Vernon  Public  Library.     100   . 

Walton,  William  B.  Og- 

den  Free  Library.  . .  .      KK)   . 

Warrensbiu'g,   Richards 

Library   100   . 

Waterford  Public  Li- 
brary        KX)   . 

Waterville  Public  Li- 
l>rary  100  . 

Watkins  Public  Library     100  . 

Waverly    High     School 

Library   100   . 

Wellsville  I'ublic  Li- 
brary         100   . 

Westtield,  Patterson  Li- 

brai-y   100    . 

Westhami)t()u  Free  Li- 
brary            00   . 

Westport  Lil)rary  As- 
sociation           75   . 

White      Plains      Public 

Library   100   . 

Yonkers.  Women's  In- 
stitute Library KM)   . 

Yonkers       Public       Li- 

hi-arv   KX)   . 


.$21  704  17 


Support  of  free  libraries.  Of  :VM\  indejieiKknt  libraries  connected 
with  the  riiiversity  1*45  liave  received  aid  from  tlie  State  at  an 
average  of  |88  eacli  for  bnyiiiji'  books.  47  other  libraries  received 
grants  in  the  preceding  year,  making  2!)l2  aided  in  this  way  within 
two  years  and  showing  that  a  small  minority,  afcout  1  in  5,  and 
those  among  the  smaller  libi-aries,  are  not  able  to  claim  state 
aid  every  year.  The  nnmber  aided  or  snjiported  by  local  taxation 
was  184  as  comipared  with  17(5  the  year  before,  leaving  152  still 
dependent  on  voluntary  contributions,  with  such  help  as  the  State 
gives  for  books.  There  may  be  35  receiving  some  income  from 
investments,  but  there  are  not  10  in  the  State  which  have  an 
assured  support  from  endowment. 
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Among  the  80  libraries  not  tonnected  with  the  University,  1) 
received  money  from  local  taxation,  as  compared  with  5  so  re- 
ported a  year  ago.  The  table  of  "  libraries  in  cities  "  on  page  — 
shows  that  among  4;>  cities,  7  paid  nothing  from  x>ublic  tax  for 
free  libraries,  0  paid  each  a  little  less  than  the  previous  year  or 
nothing  at  all  and  lo  nmde  a  substantial  increase.  This  increase 
was  in  most  cases  connected  with  a  gift  of  a  new  building  and  the 
assuming  of  a  distinct  obligation  for  permanent  library  mainte- 
nance. On  the  whole  we  can  see  a  gain  in  this  direction  of  better 
support  and  in  many  cases  a  very  decided  gain,  but  more  than  150 
free  libraries,  fnitlifiilly  serving  the  public,  are  yet  unrecognized 
in  any  public  capacity  by  the  towns,  villages  and  cities  which 
they  serve.  Such  communities  are  doing  themselves  an  injustice 
if  they  fail  to  adopt,  support  and  develop  these  enterprises. 

Joint  support  of  libraries.  A  viili^ue  library  is  usually  in  a  posi- 
tion to  be  of  great  service  to  families  for  a  considerable  distance 
beyond  the  corporation  limits.  If  such  families  are  to  enjoy 
library  privileges  at  all  it  is  much  better  for  them  to  share  with 
the  village  than  lo  attemjjt  to  sustain  a  separate  library  in  their 
own  disti'ict,  which  will  of  necessity  be  small  and  unsatisfactory 
for  lack  of  proper  support.  It  therefore  becomes  a  matter  of  seri- 
ous importance  to  determine  the  best  arrangement  for  the  good 
of  all. 

A  library  owned,  controlled  and  supported  by  the  entire  town 
is  usually  best  fitted  to  meet  the  conditions  of  a  scattered  popula- 
tion. It  will  be  located  naturally  at  the  largest  center,  may  sus- 
tain a  small  branch  in  each  district,  and,  by  frequent  exchanges 
of  books  in  the  branches,  will  keep  a  constant  supply  of  fresh 
material  within  easy  reach  of  every  farmhouse.  Being  maintained 
by  the  taxation  of  a  township,  it  will  be  able  to  secure  a  com- 
l>etent  librarian  to  give  i]ersonal  attention  to  developing  the  work 
and  to  introduce  any  special  agencies  that  may  be  needed  to  carry 
books  back  and  forth. 

Some  towns,  if  they  do  not  feel  strong  enough  to  act  alone,  may 
agree  to  share  with  adjoining  towns,  as  the  law  permits.  In  towns 
where  some  districts  are  opposed  to  a  town  library,  a  village 
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library  may  Iw  established  and  each  district  inclined  to  do  so  may 
cooperate  with  it,  as  the  law  also  permits. 

A  very  few  towns  in  the  State  ha\'e  already  begun  to  try  this 
system  of  cooperation  among  districts,  but  it  is  yet  too  early  to 
speak  of  results.  A  difficulty  has  appeared  in  securing  suitable 
persons  to  take  charge  of  the  small  branches,  as  much  must  de- 
pend on  voluntary  service.  This  difficulty  will  be  overcome  when 
interest  in  the  general  scheme  becomes  deeper  and  more  wide- 
spread. Some  libraries  send  books  to  distant  borrowers,  who  order 
by  postcard,  by  the  hands  of  mail  carriers  on  rural  free  delivery 
service.  In  whatever  way  the  books  are  handled,  the  fundamental 
idea  is  that  in  order  to  succeed  any  library  must  become  an  object 
of  vital  interest  to  a  large  population,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fined in  its  operations  to  a  narrow  district,  and  that  the  broader 
the  territory  served  under  proper  conditions  of  convenience,  the 
more  generous  will  be  the  resources  which  will  .sustain  the  library 
on  a  scale  of  large  efficiencj^ 

If  this  principle  is  generally  recognized,  there  will  be  no  ques- 
tion that  some  way  will  be  found  of  getting  the  book  to  any  reader 
wherever  he  may  live;  and  this  is  the  |)urpose  of  the  State. 

Statistics  of  public  libraries  division  1892-1903 
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20 
37 
33 
36 
45 
27 

57 

2 
6 
10 
3 
1 

i 

1 

1 

.... 

20 
15 
20 

9 
15 

7 

13 
11 

5 

5 

20 
14 

18 
15 
4 
2 
1 
4 
7 

14 
7 

3 
6 
18 
22 
26 
31 
74 
55 
55 
43 

55 

62 
115 
134 
115 
104 
140 
141 
151 
309 
330 

40 

62 

86 

92 

146 

154 

183 

173 

200 

243 

245 

$6  341  74 
10  351  92 

1895 

14  399  03 

1896   

13  746  44 

1897    

24  254  51 

1898  

24  536  66 

1899 

29  292  32 

1900 

26  891  43 

1901 

19  599  51 

1902 

22  767  49 

1903  

21  704  17 

Duplicates  and 
withdrawn . . . 

Total 

23 

111 

337 

106 

333 

1656 

1624 

$213  885  22 
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LIBRARY  PROGRESS 

Comparative  summaries.  In  the  lolknviug  table,  totals  of  reports 
made  to  the  Regents  by  1160  libraries  of  200  volumes  or  more 
are  compared  with  totals  of  similar  reports  of  preceding  years 
since  organization  of  this  division  in  1892.  The  circulation  of 
libraries  free  to  a  limited  class,  as  school,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  libraries 
and  those  requiring  a  subscription  fee,  is  included  with  circulation 
of  libraries  free  to  all.  In  the  next  table  only  free  lending 
libraries  are  given. 

Comparative  summary  of  all  libraries  reporting  1893-1903 


YEAR 

No.  of 
libraries 

VOLUMES 

Circulation 

Added 

Total 

1893 

600 

704 

723 

806 

869 

938 

985 

1  035 

al  137 

1  137 

1  160 

225  195 
246  751 
258  741 
296  498 
324  687 
373  615 
441  964 
483  .551 
616  941 
464  751 
435  898 

3  851  943 

4  133  378 
4  392  999 
4  647  661 

4  934  889 

5  393  106 

5  846  519 

6  217  980 
6  796  241 

6  975  540 

7  415  376 

3  136  602 

1894 

3  619  178 

1895         

4  156  744 

1896  

5  008  402 

1897  

5  814  470 

1898  

7  248  249 

1899 

8  372  333 

1900 

8  760  678 

1901 

10  227  735 

1902 

10  984  625 

1903 

11  839  828 

a 25  reg'istered  branches  counted  for  the  first  time  in  1901. 

Free  lending  libraries  1893-1903 


LIBRARIES 

CIRCULATION 

YEAR 

No. 

Volumes 

Total 

Per  day 

Per  1(100 
popula- 
tion 

Per  100 
vol. 

1893 

238 

293 
309 
351 
375 
408 
431 
460 
a529 
550 
555 

849  995 
1  049  869 
1  127  199 
1  313  299 
1  446  874 
1  755  036 

1  979  319 

2  187  125 
2  425  260 
2  598  472 
2  804  628 

2  293  861 

2  766  973 

3  146  405 

3  938  623 

4  904  793 

6  439  999 

7  395  527 

8  452  445 

9  232  697 
10  0()3  703 
10  897  126 

6  285 

7  581 

8  620 
10  777 
13  438 
17  644 
20  262 
23  157 
25  350 
27  571 
29  855 

352 

425 

483 

604 

753 

989 

1  135 

1  163 

1270 

1  385 

1500 

269 

1894  

263 

1895     

279 

1896 

300 

1897  

339 

1898 

367 

1899 

373 

1900 

'387 

1901 

381 

1902 

387 

1903   

390 

a  25  registered  branches  counted  for  the  first  time  in  1901. 

Growth.    The  libraries  reporting  are  IIGO,  or  23  more  than  last 
year.    The  total  of  new  books  added  for  the  year  is  slightly  less 
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than  those  reported  the  previous  year,  but  the  use  of  books  by 
circulation  shows  an  important  gain  of  855,208,  or  S^f. 

The  table  of  free  lending  lil)raries  shoAvs  but  slight  gain  in  num- 
bers, but  an  increase  of  204,150  in  volumes  or  7%,  and  in  circula- 
tion of  883,423  or  8^f,  an  average  daily  advance  of  2284.  The 
total  free  circulation  was  10,897,126,  an  average  of  29,855  daily, 
390  for  each  100  volumes  and  1500  for  each  1000  population.  The 
percentage  of  actual  use  is  greater  than  ever  before  but  there  still 
remains  a  large  field  to  be  occupied. 

Statistics  in  the  above  table  are  separated  below  into  free  lend- 
ing libraries  under  state  inspection  and  not  under  such  inspec- 
tion. Under  the  first  head  are  included  242  academic  and  high 
school  libraries  reported  free  for  circulation. 

Inspection  of  free  lending  libraries  1893-1903 


UNDER  INSPECTION 

NOT  UNDER  INSPECTION 

CIRCULATION 

CIRCULATION 

No. 

Volumes 

Volumes 

Per 

100 
vol. 

No. 

Volumes 

Volumes 

Per 

100 
vol. 

1893 

201 

404  616 

796  258 

196 

37 

454  619 

1  497  603 

329 

1894 

236 

540  733 

1  021  924 

189 

57 

509  136 

1  745  049 

342 

1895 

257 

612  533 

1  242  284 

203 

52 

514  666 

1  904  121 

370 

1896 

315 

789  942 

2  149  027 

272 

36 

523  357 

1  784  596 

341 

1897 

339 

1  038  618 

4  003  021 

385 

36 

408  256 

1  044  431 

255 

1898 

373 

1  310  081 

5  342  870 

407 

35 

444  955 

1  097  129 

246 

1899.... 

397 

1  697  439 

6  792  172 

400 

34 

281  880 

603  355 

214 

1900 

431 

1  906  469 

7  859  428 

412 

29 

280  656 

593  017 

211 

1901 

a  491 

2  130  788 

8  546  171 

401 

38 

294  472 

686  526 

233 

1902 

521 

2  314  414 

9  435  226 

407 

29 

284  058 

628  477 

221 

1903 

525 

2  471  616 

10  206  115 

413 

30 

333  012 

691  Oil 

207 

a  25  registered  branches  counted  for  the  first  time  in  1901. 

Libraries  in  cities.  The  table  below  shows  library  resources  in 
each  of  our  48  cities  and  amount  i)aid  from  taxation  for  free  circu- 
lation of  books.  In  2  cities  there  is  no  library  free  for  circulation, 
though  1  of  them  has  a  good  library  fi-ee  for  reference.  In  7  cities 
nothing  was  paid  by  tax  for  support  of  free  libraries  and  in  some 
others  the  amount  was  extremely  small.  Only  24  paid  more  than 
$1000,  and  10  cities  paid  less  than  that  amount.  As  compared 
with  laist  year's  report,  7  cities  paid  less  than  last  j'ear  and  15 
paid  more.  But  while  the  dimiuTitions  were  small,  increases  were 
unusuallv   large.    The   total    of   taxation   bv   42   cities   for   free 
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libraries  last  year  was  |49(5,604.85.  That  of  43  cities  this  year 
for  the  same  ])uri)Ose  was  |580,853.79,  a  gain  of  |84,248.94,  of 
which  $(j!i,354.16  Avas  in  greater  New  York,  ami  most  of  it  in 
Brooklyn.  Johnstown  advanced  in  a  year  from  |602.56  to  |5000, 
Kingston  from  |l()9.50  to  |3(M8,  and  New  Rochelle  from  |6000  to 
|10,95G.2r».  In  several  cities  where  Carnegie  libraries  are  being 
bnilt  considerable  increase  of  income  is  assured.  The  total  city 
circulation  has  gone  forward  from  8,500,247  last  year  to  9,183,295; 
a  gain  of  (183.048.  8H  of  free  circiilalioii  of  the  State  and  82^  of 
increase  for  the  vear  is  in  cities. 


Free  libraries  in  cities 


City 

Population 
In  1900 

Volumes  in 
free  libraries 

Circulation 

Library  taxa- 
tion for  1903 

Albany 

Amsterdam 

Auburn 

Binghamton 

Buffalo 

Colioes                

94  151 
30  939 
80  345 
39  647 
353  387 
38  910 
11  061 
9  014 
11  616 
85  673 

5  381 

10  433 
18  349 

11  918 
9  538 

18  136 

33  893 
10  130 

34  535 
10  381 
16  581 
14  533 
30  346 
34  943 
14  730 

3  437  303 
1  850  098 

300  507 
1  166  582 

152  999 
67  021 

19  457 
9  069 

12  633 
9  462 

6  364 
22  199 
34  029 

7  466 

43  808 

5  674 

45  308 

15  760 

191  170 

4  493 

8  844 

244  147 
40  661 
31  274 
75  838 
1  094  424 
17  345 
10  788 

$11  900   . . 

1  000   . . 

2  000   . . 

3  734  78 
78  115  65 

199  34 

Corning 

Cortland 

Dunkirk 

Elmira       

8  005 
8  478 

4  543 

7  077 

20  966 
13  800 
a  4  664 

21  729 
23  872 

5  730 

8  058 
5  927 

8  300 

9  634 
9  448 

•      39  434 

12  468 
1  009  820 

685  286 
11  151 

355  350 
44  956 

13  677 
13  578 

5  488 
11  148 

35  221 
44  194 
31  714 
44  838 
63  960 
34  650 
a  17  849 
44  379 
85  155 
34  088 
85  764 
18  069 
34  653 
55  380 
73  968 
83  045 
59  785 
5  950  775 
4  161  243 
39  736 
1  526  890 
216  507 
16  410 
77  138 
18  483 
33  388 

1  350   . . 

1  880  18 

Fulton 

500   .. 

Cxeneva 

733  18 

Gloversville 

Hornellsville 

Hudson 

3  000  .. 
1  500  . . 
a  300 

Ithaca 

Jamestown 

Johnstown 

636  34 

5  000  .. 

Kingston 

Little  Falls 

Lockport 

3  048   .. 
698  31 
900  .  . 

Middletown 

Mount  Vernon 

3  000  .. 
3  500   . 

Newburg 

8  945  79 

New  Rochelle 

New  York 

Manhattan  borougli 

Bronx  borough 

10  956  36 
375  348  41 
183  433  31 

Brooklyn  borough 

Richmond  borougli 

Niagara  Faljs 

166  700   .  . 

35  000   . . 

1  116  10 

7  000 

North  Tonawanda 

Ogdensburg  

1  000   . . 
1  750   . . 

Olean 

Oneida 

4  631 

6  775 

31  500 

3  700 

14  644 
31  933 
83  636 
10  000 

550   .  . 

Oswego 

Poughkeepsie 

9  000 

jjensselaer 

1425    .. 
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Free  libraries  in  cities  (continued) 


City 


Rochester  . . 

Rome 

Schenectady 
Syracuse .    . 

Troy 

Utica 

Water  town. 
Watervliet . 
Yonkers. .  . . 

Total. 


Population 
in  1900 


162  608 
15  348 
31  683 

108  374 
73  246 
06  383 
21  696 
14  321 
47  931 


4  935  892 


Volumes  in 
free  libraries 


87  000 

14  564 

a  8  056 

112  841 

47  136 

36  605 

4  695 

938 

23  061 


Circulation 


1  935  655 


122  798 

45  322 

a  63  777 

159  341 

76  745 

132  632 

14  576 

1  886 

90  298 


Library  taxa- 
tion for  1903 


2  000 

1  500 

a  1  500 

30  000 


9  183  295 


11  500 
603 


000 


$580  853  79 


(I  For  1902. 

New  York  city.  In  the  following  table  the  volumes  and  circula- 
tion of  each  library  in  each  borough  of  New  York  are  given.  As 
compared  with  last  year,  Manhattan  and  Bronx  together  show  a 
total  gain  of  33,910  volumes  or  5^  and  41,425  increased  circula- 
tion>,  a  gain  of  Iff'.  Brooklyn  reports  a  total  increase  of  26,569 
volumes  or  Hi  and  of  343,393  circulation  or  29^  and  this  ini  face 
of  a  falling  off  of  16,285  in  the  circulation  of  one  large  library. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  library  development  in  Brooklyn 
is  more  recent  than  in  Manhattan  and  hence  its  advance  is 
naturally  more  rai)id.  The  libraries  of  Manhattan  had  less  from 
taxation  than  the  year  before  by  |12,640.11,  while  Brooklyn  had 
166,800  more.  In  Queens  borough,  the  books  increased  by  4768 
or  12^  and  the  circulation  by  70,938  or  4-M.  The  total  increase 
for  the  city  was  66,400  volumes  or  7'/,  458,375  circulation  or  8^ 
and  169,351.16  in  amount  received  from  taxation  or  22^. 

The  totals  shown  are  1,009,320  books  and  5,950,775  circulation 
at  an  exiiense  to  the  taxpayers  of  |375,248.41  or  ah  average  of 
aliout  6  cents  a  book,  or  11  cents  for  each  inhabitant.  As  com- 
pared with  the  total  number  of  books  in  the  free  libraries  of  the 
State,  those  in  New  York  city  are  34'/  of  all,  while  their  circula- 
tion for  the  year  is  54%  of  all.  The  proportion  of  circulation  to 
books  is  390  to  100  in  the  entire  State  and  590  to  100  in  New  York 
city.  Thus  while  the  great  mass  of  library  circulation  is  in  the 
great  city  and  the  cost  of  the  work  is  great,  the  comparative  re- 
sults of  this  expenditure  are  also  greater  than  elsewhere. 
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Volumes  and  circulation  of  free  lending  libraries  in  New  York  city 
July  1,  1902  June  30,  1903 


NAME  OF   LIBRARY 


Manhattan  and  Bronx 
N.  Y.  public  circulating  dep't  (18  branches) . 

Cathedral  free  circulating 

Maimonides   free 

Harlem 

Webster  free 

Young  Men's  Benevolent  Association 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen 

Young  Women's  Christian  Association 

University  Settlement  free 

College  Settlement 

Bronx  free 

Union  Settlement 

Neighborhood  Settlement 

De  Witt  Memorial 

Kings  Bridge  free 

Hudson  Guild 

Madison  Sq.  Church  house 

Bethany  Memorial  circulating . . 

Olivet  Church 

High  Bridge  free 

Foreign  Missions 

Riverdale  Library  Association 

Total 

Brooklyn 

Brooklyn  public  (17  branches) 

Pratt  Institute  free 

Hebrew  Educational  Society 

Hartnett  free 

Public  School  no.  119 

Total 

Queens 
Long  Island  City,  Queens  borough  (8  branches) 

College  Point,  Poppenhusen  Institute 

Jamaica  High  School 

Total  

Richmond 

Tottenville  Library  Association 

New  Brighton,  Staten  Island  Academy 

Total 

Summary 

Boroughs  of  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx 

Borough  of  Brooklyn 

"  Queens 

"  Richmond 

Total 


Volumes 


Circulation 


1 

321  941 

2  801  331 

68  745 

412  243 

S6  179 

198  207 

23  764 

159  973 

12  455 

126  177 

5  283 

101  536 

100  273 

100  619 

31  516 

96  070 

7  039 

79  236 

2  600 

17  935 

3  212 

16  701 

2  314 

16  388 

2  274 

12  962 

2  455 

12  271 

1925 

9  850 

1  900 

8  936 

3  200 

7  227 

1  969 

4  665 

3  569 

3  957 

960 

2  100 

7  810 

1  509 

5  054 

1075 

696  437 

4  190  968 

168  326 

1  306  655 

77  126 

176  688 

5  400 

24  045 

3  611 

19  253 

787 

?  350 

355  250 

1  536  890 

39  153 

312  002 

3  498 

2  742 

2  305 

1  763 

44  956 

216  507 

3  896 

13  186 

9  781 

3  224 

12  677 

16  410 

696  437 

4  190  968 

255  250 

1  526  890 

44  956 

216  507 

12  677 

16  410 

1  009  320 

5  950  775 
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Administration.  The  following  libraries  report  that  elassifica- 
tiou  or  cataloguing  or  both,  and  in  some  cases  a  complete  reorgani- 
zation, is  in  progress  or  completed  : 


Albany  Public  School 
Albany,  Union  free 
Auburn,   Seymour 
Bridgewater  High  School 
C'azenovia  Seminary 
t'azenovia  Union  Scliool 
Claverack   Free  Library  and  Read- 
ing Room 
Cohoes,  District  School 
East  Syracuse  High  School 
Fairhaven  T'nion  School 
(ioshen  High  School 
Irondequoit  I^nion  School 
Lockport  public 
Maniaroneck  High  School 
^Nlassena  High  School 
.Milton.  Sarah  Hull  Halkx-k  free 
Moravia,  Powers 
Nassau  free 


New  York,  DeWitt  Clinton  High 
School 

New  York.  General  Society  of  Me- 
chanics and  Tradesmen 

Niagara  Falls,  De  Veaux  School 

Nineveh  public 

Peekskill,  Field 

Piermont,  Tappan  Zee  High  School 

Portville  free 

Sherburne  High  School 

Troy,  Emma  Willard  School 

Union  Springs,  Springport  free 

Valley  Falls  High  School 

Warrensburg  High  School 

Warwick  Institute 

Watertown  Athenaeum 

Wellsville  public 

Woodside  High  School 


Library  catalogues  have  been  printed  by  Adams,  Fairport, 
Farmer.  New  York  Y.  ^V.  C.  A.,  Oxford,  Pleasautville  and 
Watkins. 

Reading  rooms  have  been  added  in  the  following  libraries:  Can- 
ton, St  Lawrence  T^niversity,  XorthiK)rt  Union  School,  Rochester 
Central,  Rockville  Center,  Sloan  Union  School,  Tomkins  Cove 
public. 

The  Jirooklyn  Hebrew  Educational  Society  Library  has  intro- 
duced a  reference  room. 

At  Hoosick  Falls  High  School  the  jiublic  reading  room  was 
closed  November  1!)()2  for  lack  of  money. 

At  the  Pruyn  Library,  Albany,  for  lack  of  space  children  are 
to  be  excluded  from  the  reading  room  in  the  evening  during  the 
coming  vear. 
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Amsterdam  Free  Library  has  introduct'd  llie  Tabard  Tim  Li- 
brary,   A  charge  is  made  to  boiTowers. 

At  the  Black  River  Union  School  Feb.  20,  IDOo,  was  observed 
as  Library  Day.  Appropriate  addresses  were  delivered  and  100 
volumes  contributed. 

The  Children's  Museum  Library  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences  has  discontinued  lending  books. 

Buffalo  Public  Libraiw  has  acquired  use  of  room  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  Historical  Society  and  has  established  a  separate  de- 
partment of  schools  and  traveling  libraries  with  teachers  reference 
room. 

Lake  Placid  Public  Library  now  sterilizes  all  books  when  they 
are  returned  by  borrowers. 

The  Powers  Library  at  Moravia  has  been  voted  |300  annually 
by  the  school  district  and  the  library  made  free. 

Morristown  Public  Library  was  closed  4  weeks  on  account  of 
diphtheria. 

New  Rochelle  Public  Library  has  continued  its  course  of  free 
lectures. 

The  Webster  Free  Library  of  New  York  has  for  some  time 
been  extending  its  field  of  work  to  include  circulation  of  geologic, 
zoologic  and  other  specimens  to  schools  and  allowing  greater 
freedom  in  the  number  of  books  ihat  may  be  drawn  and  in  the 
time  they  may  be  retained. 

At  the  Poughkeepsie  City  Library  the  rotation  plan  is  in  prac- 
tice. All  books  on  a  given  subject  are  placed  on  open  shelves  for 
a  month  or  more. 

The  name  of  the  Troy  Young  Men's  Association  Library  has 
been  changed  bv  court  order  to  Trov  Public  LibraiT. 


REPORT    ON    PUBLIC    LIBRARIES    1903 


287 


New  buildings, 
year  at : 

Cost 

Cauastota $10  000 

Castile 10  000 

Greene .  62  000 

Griffin  Corners 5  000 

Haverstraw 12  000 

Hillview 4  000 


New  buildings  have  been  completed  within  the 


Cost 

Homer $12  000 

Johnstown  25  000 

New  Yorli,  Yorkville  branch     80  000 

I'ort  Jervis 30  000 

Schenectady 55  000 


At  Anburn  the  Seymour  Library  was  opened  Jan.  1,  1903,  in 
the  new  Case  building,  costing  about  $50,000,  which  is  still  owned 
by  Mr  Willard  E.  Case. 

Buildings  in  course  of  erection  are : 

Place  Cost 

Nyack   $15  000 


Place 

Cost 

Anisterdaui    . 

.'R25  000 

Binghamtoii  . 

75  000 

Bolton 

2  000 

Cambridge  . . 

5  000 

Chatham  .... 

15  000 

Kingston  .... 

35  000 

New  York,  N. 

Y.  public. . .  . 

4  OtJO  000 

Chatham  sq.  . 

80  000 

El 

ist  140th  St.. 

80  000 

Tottenville  .  . . 

25  000 

Niairara  Falls 

50  000 

Pine  Hill 

Queens  borough 

Astoria    

College  Point  . 

Far  Rockaway 


2.500 

;u»(ioo 

30  00<J 

;',o<)0o 


Syracuse 2.50  (KJO 

Utica   22O000 

Watertown (,V)  loo  (XK) 

Yonkers 50  000 


The  following  libraries  have  better  accommodations   in   new 
buildings  or  rooms : 


Alden  Union  School 

Buffalo  Historical  Society 

Cazenovia  Union  School 

Fort  Plain  free 

Freeport  public 

Lysander  Union  School 

New  York,  Hebrew  Technical  Insti- 
tute 

New  York,  Jewish  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  America 

New  York,  Teachers  College,  Bryson 

New  York  City,  Wadleigh  High 
School 


Oceanside  Union  School 
Plattsburgh  public 
Port  Washington  free 
Rensselaer,  St  John's  Academy 
Rockville  Center  public 
Schenectady,  Union  College 
Syracuse  High  School 
Sinclairville  free 
Springville  public 
Tomkins  Cove  public 
Warwick  Institute 
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Substantial  bnildins?  iinitioveinents,  including  additional  shelv- 
ing and  bookcases,  are  i-eported  by  the  following  libraries: 


Allensliill  frw  circulating 

Alinoiul  Iligli  Scliool 

Boonvillo,  Erwiii  Library  and  Insti- 
tute 

Brooklyn,  Library  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  County  of  Kings 

Fairhaven  TTnion  School 

Fulton  public 

Hannibal  LTnion  Free  School 


Mellenville  public 

New  Berlin 

New  Woodstock  T'nion  School 

Nineveh  public 

Potsdam,  Clarkson  Memorial  School 

of  Tcchnologj- 
Valley  Falls  High  School 
Waterford  public 
Yonkers,  Woman's  Institute 


Public  libraries  and  public  schools.  Kwjuests  are  often  received 
for  information  and  printed  material  on  relations  of  public 
libraries  to  public  schools.  This  subject  is  of  first  importance  and 
has  engaged  most  earnest  attention  in  library  circles  for  some 
years.  Papers  and  discussions  are  constantly  aippearing  in  libraiPy 
me'Ctings  and  library  journals,  and  the  library  department  of  the 
National  Educational  Association  has  proved  a  most  useful  chan- 
nel of  communication  with  educators.  The  following  references 
will  be  of  value  to  those  interested: 
Correlation  of  Public  Schools  and  Public  Lihrarics.    U.  S.  Bureau 

of    Education.      Commissioners    Report    1SJ12-03,    ]>.  093-97, 

James. 
Lihrarij  Joiirndl  in  Ajiiil  of  each  year,  1895-date,  has  issued  a 

'*  school   number,"'   containing  numerous   articles  of  special 

value. 
Public  Librariex:  indexes  under  "  Libraries  and  schools,"  numerous 

articles   and   discussions    in   every   volume.     *'  Library   and 

museum,"  19(13,  8  :  3-15. 
\afi(>u(il  Educational  Association,  library  dcp-t  proceedings  1896- 

date.     S{)ecially  imi]jortant  are  Recjuest  for  Library  Depart- 
ment, 1896,  p.  998-1003,  Dewey. 
Report  on  Public  Libraries  and  PrJblic  Schools,  1899,  p.  452- 
529,  1135-55. 

Printed  separately  at  .$.S  a  KKJ  to  be  had  of  Irwin  Shepard,  Secretary. 
Winona  iMinn. 

Papers  1903,  p.  937-83. 
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New  York  Unicersiti/  Convocation.     Correlation  of  Librars-  and 
(School,  1896,  p.  104-16,  A.  L.  Peck,  James  Estee. 

Libraries  as  a  Source  of  Inspiration,  1900,  p.247-54.    Sher- 

niaii  Williams,  Abrams. 

Gifts.  The  following  list  of  gifts  and  bequests  to  libraries  in 
the  iState  is  made  up  partly  from  rejiorts  to  the  State  Libran-  and 
partly  from  a  report  to  the  American  Library  Association,  from 
which  isi  taken  also  the  summary  bv  states  and  countries. 
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Summary,  by  states  and  countries, 


Tolal 

a  ^ites 

] 

liiiilding: 

GIFTS 

IN  MONEY 

an<l 
grounds 

Eudow- 
ments 

/*  Other 

Maine 

10 

1 

m  500 

|3  000   . . 

9  000 

9  rt 

^  o 

Vermont 

Massachusetts    

18 
9 

i 

i 

3 

"l  08  000 

18  850   .. 
496  894  64 

-t^  .is 

Rhode   Island 

^   > 

14 
(55 
19 
80 
1 

4 
4 
1 
3 

• 

8 

1 

8 

10 

1 

8 

85 

24 

3-,' 

17 

39 

14 

21 

7 

r- 
1 

f* 
1 

2 

4 
8 

2  500 

170  000 

84  000   . . 

7^''B 

New  York       

i 

1 
3 

230  700   .  . 

o 

Iz; 

13  781    . . 

Delaware                 

1  881  96 

u 

Maryland 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

Virginia 

North   Carolina 

South   Carolina 

^n 

^•c^ 

<j  ^ 

X 

Kentucky  

Tennessee 

Alabama 

Louisiana  

Texas  

Oklahoma  Territorj' 

Indian  Territory 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

— 

400  000 

f?S 

r/^ 

:V> 

8  000 

100  000   .  . 

t:  " 

1 
1 

3 

1 

IS 

3  800 
7  50(^ 

98  100   .  . 

7  950   . . 

18  744   . . 

§1 

Michigan 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota          

3 

"30600 

85  000   . . 
3  520   . . 

1 

Iowa 

Missouri                     

o 

245  000   .  . 

^ 

Nebraska 

Kansas 

1 

10  000   . . 

^ 

Montana  

Wyoming         

-^J  a: 

Colorado 

W^ashington 

1 

Alasl 

California 

18 
3 

1 

3 

fa 



» Value  not  known 

6 Object  not  known  (largely  bequests) 
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of  gifts  and  bequests  to  libraries 


GIFTS  IN  MONEY  FOB  SITES,  BUILDINGS  AND 
FURNISHINGS 

BOOKS 

No. 
Cai'iiegie 

Carnegie 
buildings 

For  buildings 

etc.  other 
than  Carnegie 

Endow- 
For  sites   raent 
fund 

Money 

Volumes 

(■  Col- 
lec- 
tions 

4 

$49  000 

$31  306  33 

$2  500 

$500  .. 

15  000  . . 

$2  500 

53  500 

2  000 

1  500  . . 
3  419  .. 

1  537 
18  593 

2  103 
2  946 

25  944 
7  259 
6  235 

5 

65  000 

63  000  .. 
255  737  48 

54  118  62 

75  300  .. 

15  000  .. 
500  350  . . 

21  000 

1 

1  000 

7  500   26  860 
4  000 

2  000  .. 
25  175  .  . 
14  000  .  . 

5  383  46 

1 

9 
4 

8 

139  000 

230  000 

s  1  on  noo 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15  000 
350  000 

3  860 

""526 
400 

1 

"    1 

4  500  .. 

2 

1 

25  000 
10  000 

150  000 
37  000 
35  000 
10  000 

280  000 
50  000 
30  000 
25  000 

737  500 

215  000 
92  500 

170  000 

137  500 
66  500 

252  500 
60  000 
15  000 
10  000 
22  500 
20  000 
70  000 

112  500 
92  500 
25  000 

1 

2 

50  000 

3 

8  700 

2 

1 

2 

8  000 

4 

12  000 

5  000  

1 

2 

17 

14 
8 

"  "75060''  . 
34  000  . . 

1  000 
4  000 
3  000 

1  000 
5  000 

10  666  . .    3  240 

3  000  .  .   1  500 
S  000  .  .   8  714 

12 

2  500 

6  000 
682 

13 

7 

18  000  .. 

13  725  .. 

14  500 

5  750 
9  500 

5  100 

500  .  . 
600 

18 

500  

3 

15  000 

1  000  .  .    900 
1  000  . .   1  220 
4  000  .  .   6  088 

1 

11  861  12 

1 

3 

1 

5  000 

3 

1  000  

3 

6 

6  600  .. 

2  250 

15  000   

1 

. 

c  Value  or  number  not  knowq 


296 


NEW    YORK    STATE    LIBRARY 


Summary,  by  states  and  countries,  of  gifts 

UNITED  STATES: 


North  Atlantic  division. 
South  Atlantic  division. 
South  Central  division . . 
North  Central  division.  . 

Western  division 

Alaska 


Total 


Total 


248 
16 
24 

193 

29 

2 


512 


a  Sites 


12 


Building 

and 
grounds 


GIFTS  IN  MONEY 


Endow- 
ments 


6  $278  000 


408  000 
29  800 


10,  $715  800 


b  Other 


$854  725  64 

1  331  96 

100  000  .. 

407  314  .. 


$1  363  371  60 


FOREIG^f:    SUMMARY'-  BY 


England  . 
Scotland . 
Ireland  . . 


S  ^  i  Wales 

I  Canada 

I  New   Zealand 

[New  South  Wales. 


mw 


Holland 


a  Value  not  known 

6 Object  not  known  (largely  bequests) 
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and  bequests  to  libraries    (concluded) 

SUMMARY  BY  SECTIONS 


GIFTS  IN  MONEY  FOR  SITES,  BUII.DINGS  AND 
FURNISHINGS 

BOOKS 

No. 
Carnegie 

Carnegie 
buildings 

For  buildings 

etc.  other 
than  Carnegie 

For  sites 

Endow- 
ment 
fund 

Money   Volumes 

r  Col- 
lec- 
tions 

30 
6 

|3  588  000 
550  000 

*1  009  812  43 
54  500 

$35  000 

$85  860 

$51  977  46l  64  617 
3  286 

5 

3 

14 

467  000 

s  not) 

8  700   12  000 

40  750   11  100 

2  250 

5  000 

94 
14 

1  756  500    167  086  12 
317  500'    1 1  f^i^'l 

28  600  .  .  28  344 

16  000     ' 

1 

25  000 

1 

159 

$6  704  000 

$1  250  998  55 

$86  700  $108  960 

1101  577  46  96  247 

1 

8; 

COUNTRIES.      CARNEGIE   GIFTS 


27 

£198  000 

6 

32  500' 

5 

82  500' 

2 

1  000 

3 

78  000 

1 

10  000 

1 

6  000 

45 

£408  000 

1 

$250  000 

f  Value  or  number  not  known 
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LEGISLATION 

In  1903  the  Legislatures  of  32  states  and  territories  euactcd  97 
laws  affecting  libraries.  Of  these  32  are  special  acts  in  the  sense 
that  each  of  them  applies  to  a  single  library  onl}^.  and  22  concern 
the  functions  and  management  of  the  state  or  teiTitorial  library. 
Important  provisions  are  included  respecting  the  collection,  care 
and  distribution  of  law  reports  and  public  documents.  In  2  states 
state  historical  societies  are  named  and  in  7  states  and  territories 
special  ])rovision  is  made  for  preservation,  translation  and  use  of 
historical  records.  The  other  05  are  genei-al  in  their  application 
within  each  state,  including  acts  that  relate  to  commission  work. 
i\  legislate  for  law  libraries  and  11  prescribe  or  change  methods 
'Of  establishing  public  libraries.  The  public  library  law  of  South 
Carolina  is  new. 

In  all  37  laws  have  some  provision  in  regard  to  money  for 
library  work,  of  which  6  relate  to  state  libraries,  8  to  state  library 
commissions  and  23  to  rate  of  taxation  for  public  libraries.  In 
most  of  these  provision  is  more  liberal  than  it  has  been.  The 
union  of  adjoining  districts  or  municipalities  for  support  of  public 
libraries  forms  the  subject  of  laws  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Michigan;  power  of  contract  by  towns  and  cities  with  existing 
libraries  is  conferred  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Oregon, 

Location  of  libraries  also  assumed  a  new  imi>ortance.  In 
Nevada  and  New  Mexico  sites  are  directly  granted  to  specified 
libraries.  In  Buffalo  and  in  villages  of  New  York  generally,  when 
authorized  by  an  election,  money  may  be  borrowed  on  bonds  for 
cost  of  library  sites.  By  a  new  law  of  Wisconsin,  as  well  as 
in  Buffalo,  land  for  this  purpose  may  be  taken  by  condemnajtion. 
In  Illinois  and  Indiana  public  parks  may  be  used  for  libraries  and 
rights  of  owners  of  abutting  lands  settled  by  condemnation,  if 
such  use  is  authorized  by  a  municipal  election  in  Illinois  or  by 
municipal  boards  in  Indiana.  The  manner  of  dealing  with  library 
gifts  is  also  a  subject  of  legislation. 

All  points  noted  serve  to  emphasize  new  interest  in  library 
establishment  and  administration  which  appears  on  every  hand. 
They  mark  also  the  special  lines  of  activity  which  seem  most 
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important  to  those  who  lead  the  inoveineut  in  eacli  state,  and 
which  have  for  that  reason  been  urged  on  the  several  Legislatures. 
Library  commissions.  Notable  in  the  past  year's  legislation  is 
the  attention  paid  to  public  library  commissions.  They  received 
special  consideration  in  10  states.  3  commissions  went  out  of 
existence  and  3  new  ones  were  created.  But  the  work  has  not  been 
abandoned  anywhere  nor  has  any  new  state  been  added  to  the 
list.  Tu  Colorado  and  Connecticut  the  work  of  the  commissions 
has  been  enlarged  by  adding  traveling  libraries.  2  commissions 
have  no  appropriation  and  3  have  less  than  a  year  ago,  but  the 
increase  in  13  other  states  is  much  greater  than  these  losses,  show- 
ing a  total  gain  of  36;^.  Indiana  has  advanced  from  $3000  to 
17000,  Michigan  from  |5800  to  |7800,  Minnesota  from  |3500  to 
16000,  Pennsylvania  from  |1750  to  |6000  and  Wisconsin  from 
$9000  to  $18,000. 

Some  further  details  of  laws  affecting  commission  work  are 
given. 

Supplementing  the  consolidation  law  of  1901,  New^  Hampshire 
abolished  her  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  created  in  1891, 
and  conferred  their  powers  on  the  trustees  of  the  State  Library. 
For  her  Public  and  Traveling  Library  Commission  of  1901  and 
that  in  charge  of  the  State  Library,  Washington  substituted  a 
single  body  consisting  of  the  governor,  five  Supreme  Court  judges 
and  the  attorney  general.  In  theory  they  represent  the  interests 
of  the  general  public,  the  court  and  the  bar  repectively.  They 
are  to  control  the  miscellaneous,  law  and  historical  departments 
of  the  State  Library,  a  system  of  traveling  libraries  and  give 
assistance  to  public  libraries.  For  the  latter  three  departments 
there  is  to  be  an  advisory  board  consisting  of  the  state  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction  and  four  appointees  of  the  governor, 
two  each  on  recommendation  of  the  State  Historical  Society  and 
the  State  Federation  of  Women^s  Clubs.  The  state  librarian  is 
secretary  of  both  commission  and  advisory  board.  Unfortunately 
$6000  appropriated  for  traveling  libraries  was  vetoed  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  consequently  no  advisory  board  has  yet  been  appointed. 
There  is  danger  that  the  numerous  regular  duties  of  so  many 
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ex  officio  authorities  will  interfere  with  the  proper  consideration 
of  library  problems.  But  Washington  is  looking  forwiard  to  a 
more  stable  administration  and  the  centralization  effected  should 
produce  good  results  under  an  efficient  executive  officer. 

In  Idaho  also  the  commission  of  1901  is  displaced  by  a  new  one 
with  the  usual  duties  relating  to  free  and  traveling  libraries.  It 
is  composed  of  the  attorney  general,  secretary  of  state,  president 
of  the  State  University  and  superintendent  of  public  instruction, 
who  is  also  secretary.  Under  the  guise  of  economy,  to  make  such  an 
important  department  a  mere  adjunct  of  an  office  already 
burdened  with  work  distinctly  its  own  looks  like  a  step  backward. 
The  club  women  of  the  state  who  wevc  instrumental  in  securing 
the  original  commission  are  entirely  excluded  from  consideration. 
The  annual  aiipropriation  was  reduced  from  $3000  to  |2.500  and 
a  bill  aiming  at  much  needed  ini])rovement  in  the  Stat<»  Library 
w^as  killed. 

Connecticut  after  10  years  of  state  aid  to  libraries  appropriated 
12000  annually  for  a  library  in'S]>ector  and  traveling  librai'ies  and 
pictures. 

Colorado,  which  like  Maryland  uoav  has  two  commissions,  estab- 
lished one  in  1899  to  advise  public  libraries  with  |2o0  a  year.  A 
second  is  now  added  to  have  charge  of  traveling  libraries  with  a 
two  year  appropriation  of  $2000.  Each  has  five  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor,  those  of  the  second  on  nomination  by  the 
State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs.  The  first  consists  entirely  of 
men,  the  second  of  women.  Both  have  headquarters  in  Denver, 
but  apparently  too  far  apart  to  combine  and  prevent  waste  of 
funds  and  effort  in  needless  duplication. 

In  Wisconsin  where  traveling  libraries  equipped  through  pri- 
vate funds  have  been  so  successfully  conducted  by  the  Free 
Library  Commission  since  1896,  a  distinct  traveling  library  de- 
partment is  now  added.  The  commission  is  to  continue  its  super- 
visory relation  to  the  various  county  traveling  library  systems 
which  are  independently  organized  and  were  given  a  legal  status 
in  1901.  It  is  authorized  to  cooperate  with  other  commissions  in 
publishing  documents.  For  this  enlargement  of  its  duties,  for  the 
expansion  of  its  legislative  reference  room  and  for  streng-thening 
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its  instructional  Avoik  in  the  field  the  annual  appropriation  is 
(doubled  to  |1 8,000. 

In  Indiana  the  commission  for  the  first  time  is  assigned  perma- 
nent quarters  in  the  state  house,  and  is  authorized  to  provide 
courses  of  library  insti-uction  and  serve  public  librarieis  generallv 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  state.  Annual  reports  are  to  be  ob- 
tained from  all  libraries  in  the  state  and  a  full  biennial  report 
made  to  the  governor.  On  account  of  a  technical  error  the  section 
of  the  law  allowing  employment  of  a  secretary  has  been  declared 
unconstitutional,  leaving  this  office  to  the  state  librarian  as  for- 
merly.   The  annual  a]>]iropriation  is  raised  from  |3000  to  |7000. 

California  adopted  an  amendment  permitting  loan  of  books 
from  the  State  liibrary  to  persons  other  than  members  of  the 
Legislature,  one  of  the  objects  being  the  formation  of  traveling 
libr.-iiies.  The  librarian  is  also  to  collect  statistics  of  and  for 
])ublic  libraries  in  the  state.  The  intention  is  ultimately  to  have 
the  powers  and  duties  of  a  commission  vested  in  the  State  Board 
of  Library  Trustees.  This  is  in  line  with  1he  growing  tendency 
toward  unification  of  library  interests  within  a  state  and  central- 
izing them  at  the  State  Library. 

There  are  now  22  commissions  in  20  states.  Traveling  libraries 
are  maintained  by  18  states  and  10  make  grants  of  money  or  books 
to  public  libraries.  There  is  a  constantly  growing  appreciation  of 
what  commissions  ma.y  do  to  promote  establishment  of  new 
libraries,  aid  and  improve  existing  ones,  and  provide  good  read- 
ing matter  free  for  isolated  communities.  To  do  this  satisfactorily 
there  should  be  one  or  more  perscuis  in  thorough  and  intelligent 
symjiathy  with  the  work,  who  give  it  their  full  time  and  attention. 
There  must  be  suitable  rooms  and  office  equipment.  The  best  and 
largest  results  are  being  acconiplished  where  there  is  a  trained 
organizer,  and  a  wise  administration  of  grants  from  public  funds 
iniplies  systematic  inspection. 

The  commission  work  appeals  to  all  and  is  more  and  more  fully 
developed  and  sustained. 

The  advance  guards  of  traveling  libraries  are  CAerywhere  and 
the  permanent,  strongly  founded,  liberally  supported  public 
library  is  assuming  its  proper  place. 
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State  library 


Colorado 
Colorado 


Connecticut . . 

Delaware 

Georgia 

Idaho 


Indiana 
Iowa. .  . 


Kansas. 


Maine 

Maryland  . . 


June  1, 1893  Pub.  Lib.  Committee. 

Mar.    9, 1901|State  Lib.  Com 

Dec.  16, 1897  State  Lib.  Com 

Mar.  11, 1903  oState  Lib.  Com 


Feb.  24, 1899 
Mar.  20, 1900 


Public  Lib.  Com. 
Iowa  Lib.  Com . . . 


Mar.    4, 1899Trav.  Lib.    Com. 


Feb.  23, 1899  Library  Com. . . . 
Ap.     8, 1902 State  Lib.  Com. 


Maryland  . . . .  Ap.     8, 1903 
Massachusetts  May  28, 1890 


Free  Lib.  Com. 


Michigan. 
Minnesota. 

Nebraska. . 


Mar.  27, 1901 


Public  Lib.  Com. 


New  Hamp're'Feb.    3, 1903  State  Lib.  Trustees, 
Mar.  20, 1900iPublic  Lib.  Com 


New  Jersey 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania. 

Vermont ... 
Washington . . 

Wisconsin. . . . 


Ap.   22, 1896  Bd  of  Lib.  Com'rs 

May    5, 1899  Free  Lib.  Com.. . . 

Nov.    6,  1894  Bd  of  Lib.  Com'rs 
Mar.  17, 1903|a  State  Lib.  Com. 


Ap.    29, 1895  Free  Lib.  Com. 


George  M.  Lee,  Denver 

Mrs  Julia  V.  Welles,  Denver. . 

Caroline  M.  Hewins,  Hartforil 

Cornelius  Frear,  Dover 

Anne  Wallace,  Atlanta 


Bd  of  Free  Lib.  Com. . 
June  1,  1899  Bd  of  Lib.  Com'rs. . . . 

Ap.   21, 1899  State  Pub.  Lib.  Com. . 


W.  E.  Henry,  Indianapolis. . 
Alice  S.  Tyler,  Des  Moines . . 


Nellie  G.  Arraentrout,  Topeka 


Leonard  D.  Carver,  Augusta. 
Bernard  C.  Steiner,  Baltimore 


Mary  L.  Titcomb,  Hagerstown 

Elizabetli  P.  Solder,  Beverly.  . 
Mrs  Mary  C.  Spencer,   Lansing 

Gratia  A.  Countryman,    Minm 
apolis 

Edna  D.  Bullock,  Lincoln 


Ai-thur  H.  Chase,  Concord 

Henry  C.  Buchanan,  Trenton .  . 

C.  B.  Galbreath,  Columbus 

T.  L.  Montgomerj',  Harrisburu,. . 

Mrs  M.  H.  Buckham,  Burlington 
J.  A.  Gabel,  Olympia 

Frank  A.  Hutchins,  Madison. . 


a  In  place  of  commission  of  1901. 


commissions 
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COMMISSIONERS 

B  c 

. 

Othei-  information 

dp. 

0 
> 

S 

p 

Appointed  by 

r 

k 

CO 

d 

p 
S 

$250 

No 
Yes 

No 

No 

5 

5 

5 

3 

Governor  

1000 

Governor 

Appointees  to  be  nominated  by  Colorado 

Federation  of  Women's  Clubs 

9  750 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

5 
9 

1 
5 

State  B'd  of  Edu. 

700 

Governor 

State  librarian  secretary  ex  officio 

None 

No 
Yes 

No 
No 

5 

4 

3 

Governor ..... 

3  500 

Consists  of  atty.  general,  sec.  of  state, 
sup't  of  public  instruction  and  pres.  of 

State  Univ. 

7  000 

Yes 

No 

8 

4 

Governor 

State  librarian  secretary  ex  officio 

(iOOO 

Yes 

No 

7 

5 

Governor 

State  librarian,  sup't  of  public  instruction, 
l)res.  of  State  Univ.  members  ex  officio. 
2  members  must  be  women 

4  000 

Yes 

No 

5 

3 

Directors  of 
State  Library 

State  librarian  chairman  and  president. 
Kansas  State  Social  Science  Federation 
of  Clubs  members  ex  officio 

.3  700 

Yes 

Yes 

5 

4 

Governor 

State  librarian  member  ex  officio 

1000 

Yes 

No 

7 

3 

Governor 

State  librarian,  sup't  of  pub.  instruction 
and  librarian  of  Enoch  Pratt  library 
members  ex  officio.  2  appointees  to  be 
women.     Chiefly  for  trav.  lib. 

1  000 

No 

No 

0 

5 

Governor 

Applies  to  only  9  of  23  counties.  Chiefly 
for  county  libs. 

3  700 

No 
Yes 

Yes 
No 

0 
5 

I 

Governor.       .    . 

7  800 

Governor 

State  librarian  member  ex  officio.     TraA  el- 

ing  libraries  managed  by  State  LibrarA* 

0  000 

Yes 

No 

5 

6 

Governor 

Pi-esident  of  State  University,  sup't  of  pub. 
instruction  and  sec.  State  Hist.  Soc. 
members  ex  officio 

3  000 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 
Yes 

5 

5 

Governor 

State  librarian,  sup't  of  pub.  instruction, 
chancellor  and  librarian  of  State  Uni\ 
ersity  members  ex  officio 

In  place  of  commission  of  1891 

Traveling  libraries  ojierated  bj*  comrs  of 

2  500 

5 

5 

Governor 

1 

State  Library 

sOOO 

Yes 

No 

8 

6' Governor 

Traveling  libraries  operated  by  com'rs  of 
State  Library 

<;  000 

Yes 

No 

6 

5  Governor 

State  librarian  member  ex  officio  and  sec- 
retarv 

I  400 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

5 

7 

5 

Governor 

None 

Consists  of  governor,  Supreme  Court  judg- 
es and  atty.  general  ;  advisory  board  of  5 

18  000 

Yes 

No 

5 

5 

Governor 

President  of  University  of  Wisconsin,  state 
sup't  and  sec.  of  State  Hist.  Soc.  mem- 
bers ex  officio 
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Summary  of  statutes 

Maine.  IV'iially  o\'  o  monllis  iiiiiu-isoiiiiK'iit  ur  fine  not  excootliiig  $50  for 
injury  lo  books  or  worlts  of  art  belonging  to  pjublic  library,  association  or 
literary  institution,  or  to  statuos  in  i)ublic  places.  G2,  10  Mr 

Salary  of  assistant  state  libniiiau  $1200  rfornierly  $800].  Amending  '97 
eh.r.lS.  205,  28  Mr 

New  Hampshire.  Abolishing  library  coniniissioncrs  and  conferring  their 
powers  on  trustees  of  State  Lil)rary.     Supi)lonienting  '01  ch.T.  G,  3  F 

Governor  witli  consent  of  council  to  appoint  bipartizan  committee  of  5  to 
report  plans  foi'  (MilarLM-incnt  of  State  Library  building;  report  to  Legisla- 
ture 1905  :  $250.  03,  7  Mr 

Vermont.  When  free  public  lil>rary  has  been  established  by  A'ote  of  town, 
selectmen  to  pay  annually  to  library  trustees  amoimt  required  by  law  with- 
out town  vote.     Amending  statutes  '94,  §878.  32,  21  N  02 

Law  requires  "$50  if  grand  list  is  $10,000,  $25  if  less  than  $10,000  and 
not  under  $2500,  $15  if  less  than  $2500." 

For  expenses  of  State  Library  Commission  $800  [formerly  $300]  an- 
nually ;  not  over  $500  of  this  for  salary  of  secretary  who  may  be  of  their 
own  number.     Amending  statutes  '94  §881.  33,  4  D  02 

Connecticut.  State  librarian  to  receive  300  copies  of  Senate  and  House 
journals  and  350  copies  of  register  and  manual  for  exchanges.        14,  25  Mr 

$2000  [formerly  $10<X)]  annually  for  buying  books  for  State  Library. 
Amending    Gen.  Statutes  '02  §4(iir,.  81,  11  My 

Salary  of  state  lil>r:ii-ian  S2')i)()  |  formerly  .s;is(mi|.  Amending  Gen. 
Statutes  "02  §4811.  119,  21  My 

Public  Librai'y  Committee  to  advise  and  assist  in  organizing  and  admin- 
istering free  public  libraries;  aid  in  selecting  and  cataloguing  books;  visit 
and  inspect  libraries  and  suggest  improvements;  buy  books  and  pictvu'es  to 
be  loaned  to  public  libraries,  schools,  as.sociations  and  individuals.  $2000 
annually  appropriated.     Supplementing  Gen.  Statutes  '02  §4033.    142,  29  INIy 

New  York.  Authorizing  supervisors  of  Wayne  co\mty  to  buy  law  and 
reference  books  for  use  of  courts  and  supervisors.  G,  19  Fj 

City  of  Mt  Vernon  through  its  board  of  education  may  appropriate  for 
free  public  and  school  and  academic  libraries  not  over  $7000  yearly  [$4000, 
1901;  $2500,  189G;  in  1894  $2000  for  city  school  library].  .Amending  '01 
ch.785.  4G,  16  Mr 

IJtiea  common  council  may  issue  $55,000  314%  ))onds  for  30  years  to  com- 
plete and  furnish  new  library  building.  70,  23  Mr 

City  of  Buffalo  may  take  land  by  gift,  purchase  or  eminent  domain  for 
constructing  or  enlarging  building  of  Grosvenor  or  other  public  library. 
Title  shall  vest  in  city,  building  under  control  of  library  board.  Manner  of 
acquiring  by  eminent  domain.  May  issue  not  exceeding  $100,000  bonds  at 
^¥2%  payable  semiannually,  .-o  of  principal  payable  yearly.     244,  24  Ap. 

Supervisors  of  Nassau  county  may  buy  law  and  reference  books  for 
County  Law  Library  on  certificate  of  county  judge  or  board's  counsel.  Not 
to  expend  over  $200  yearly  for  books.  315,  5  My 

Trustees  of  Brooklyn  Public  Library  on  appointment  by  mayor  to  be  di- 
vided into  5  [formerly  3]  classes  to  serve  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  years  respectively. 
Term  for  appointees  of  1903  and  after  to  be  3  years.  Successors  to  11  trus- 
tees originally  appointed  from  Brooklyn  library  to  be  elected  by  remaining 
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members  so  originally  appointed  and  their  successors.  After  1929  succes- 
sors to  be  appointed  by  mayor,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  Legislature 
[formerly  all  successors  were  elected  by  corporation].  Amending  '02  ch.606 
§2.  500,  9  My 

If  authorized  by  an  election  a  village  may  borrow  money  on  its  bonds  or 
other  obligations  to  J>niJ  site  for  free  puUic  llhrary.  Amending  '97  ch.414 
§12S.  '517,  15  ^ly 

New  Jersey.  County  Court  Library  to  contain  reports  of  this  state  and 
other  states  and  countries.     Amending  '02  ch.89.  8.  2G  F 

$15,000  for  shelving  in  State  Library.  158,  8  Ap 

Pennsylvania,  (ioveruor  to  appoint  ?>  commissioners  to  preserve,  cata- 
logue and  bind  historical  manuscripts ;  collection  to  be  placed  in  State  Li- 
brary ;  $10,000.     Joint  resolution.  3.  15  Ap 

Cities  of  1st  class  (600,000  or  more,  Philadelphia)  if  authorized  by  council, 
may  enter  into  agreement  with  giver  of  money  for  free  branch  library  build- 
ings;  cities  to  provide  sites  and  annual  appi'opriation  for  uuiintenance. 
Supplementing  '95  ch.lOS.  -19,  20  Mr 

Counties  [formerly  under  150,000]  to  use  U,  of  fines  and  forfeitures  for 
law  library.     Amending  "01  ch.];j2.  5G,  25  :\Ir 

School  authorities  in  adjoining  boroughs  and  townships  may  combine  to 
establish  and  support  free  public  library;  may  join  to  levy  tax  for  aid  to 
existing  library  :  annual  report  to  school  boards.     Supplementing  "95  ch.291. 

95,  2  Ap 

Providing  additional  clerk  in  State  Library,  salary  $1000.  115,  8  Ap 

$11,000  for  traveling  libraries  for  2  years ;  $1000  for  traveling  expenses 
[formerly  $3000  and  $500].  128,  11  Ap 

Creating  division  of  public  recoi-ils  in  and  under  control  of  State  Library ; 
fireproof  quarters ;  state  librarian  in  charge ;  to  make  records  accessible ; 
biennial  report  to  trustees;  make  recommendations  for  preserving  records 
throughout  state;  appoint  assistants;  heads  of  state  departments  to  de- 
posit all  early  papers  up  to  1750;  governor  annually  to  appoint  advisory 
connuission  of  5  persons  to  meet  yearly  with  trustees  and  librarian  and 
make  additional  recommendations  to  Legislature.  135,  1-1  Ap 

State  Library  to  receive  200  copies  of  each  document  published  by  state 
and  60  copies  of  each  Supreme  and  Superior  Court  report.  _   151,  15  Ap 

Delaware.  Salarv  of  state  librarian  $800  [formerly  $4.50].  Amending  '98 
ch.6.  289,  17  F 

$700  [formerly  $500]  annually  for  State  Library  Commission.  School  dis- 
tricts [formerly  cities  and  towns]  may  establish  and  maintain  free  public 
libraries  ;  districts  in  7  classes  according  to  amount  raised  annually  for 
schools.  Board  of  education  to  submit  question  of  establishment  to  voters 
on  petition  of  certain  number  of  electors;  voters  to  elect  district  libraiw 
commission  of  3  to  9  members,  term  3  years.  Districts  through  boards  of 
education  must  raise  annually  $25  to  $250,  may  raise  $75  to  $600  according 
to  class.  Any  larger  sum  for  ensuing  year  may  be  voted  at  election.  School- 
rooms may  be  used  for  public  library.  Powers  and  duties  of  district  com- 
missions to  be  same  as  those  of  former  town  commissions.  2  or  more  dis- 
tricts may  unite.  One  half  of  sum  required  to  be  raised  by  each  district  to 
be  duplicated  annually  by  state.     Amending  '01  ch.l.SG.     341  and  362.  31  Mr 

Virginia.     IJeorganizing  State  liilii'ary  nccording  to  provision  of  Consti- 
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tution  '02  §132.  State  Library  Board  [formerly  joint  legislative  committee 
appointed  biennially]  to  consist  of  5  members  appointed  for  5  years  by  State 
Board  of  Education;  to  appoint  state  librarian  [formerly  appointed  by  sec- 
retary of  connnonwoaltb]  wbo  shall  serve  also  as  secretary  of  board  and 
give  $2000  bond;  board  to  acquire  general  collection  of  books,  and  make 
them  accessible,  secure  state  history  material,  publish  war  records,  arrange 
exchange  of  documents  with  states,  institutions  and  governments;  may 
send  publications  to  schools  and  libraries ;  report  annually  to  governor.  No 
book  to  be  talcen  out  of  city  of  Richmond.  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  to 
retain  management  of  State  Law  Library  and  appoint  law  librarian. 

253,  15  My 

Secretary  of  commonwealth  to  have  charge  of  Supreme  Court  reports. 
codes  and  acls  and  sale  of  state  publications;  proceeds  of  latter  for  State 
Obrary ;  exchanges.    Amending  Code  '87  §24G,  250,  252.  261  §246,  16  My 

Councils  of  cities  and  towns  may  levy  1  mill  tax  to  establish  and  main- 
tain public  library  ;  mayor  to  appoint  9  directors,  term  3  years;  powers  and 
duties;  report  annually  to  council;  injury  to  books.     Amending  Code  '87. 

269  §  1043a,  20  My 

North  Carolina.  Trustees  of  i)ul)lic  [slate]  library  to  distribute  books, 
reports  and  publications  belonging  to  state  as  they  deem  proper.  Amending 
Code  '83  §3012.  104,  11  F ;  133,  17  F 

Money  privately  raised  for  school  library  to  be  tendered  to  county  treas- 
urer [formerly  superintendent  of  schools]  ;  books  to  be  i^urchased  by  treas- 
urer from  list  prepared  by  person  appointed  [formerly  purchased  by  person 
appointed]  ;  book  cases  to  be  furnished  by  county ;  when  ?5  has  been  pri- 
vately raised  for  enlargement  of  existing  library,  county  and  state  each  to 
add  $5 ;  $5000  appropriated  for  establishing  new  libraries,  $2500  for  aid  to 
existing  libraries;  no  aid  to  more  than  6  new  libraries  in  any  county  in 
addition  to  those  already  established;  no  aid  to  more  than  6  existing 
libraries  in  any  county ;  school  districts  in  incorporated  towns  over  1000 
excluded  from  l)enefits  of  act.     Amending  '01  ch.GG2.  226,  2G  F 

State  librarian  to  be  elected  for  If  years  by  hoard  of  trustees  [formerly 
for  2  years  by  Legislature].     Repealing  '95  ch.351.  727,  9  ]Mr 

Governor  to  appoint  historical  commission  of  5  members  for  2  years  to 
collect  state  history  records  for  publication  ;  distribution  by  state  librarian  ; 
$500  annually.  767,  9  Mr 

South  Carolina.  A  city  or  town  may  maintain  free  public  library  imder 
rules  of  board  of  aldermen  or  council.  Question  to  be  submitted  to  voters 
by  resolution  of  aldermen  or  council  on  petition  of  majority  of  freeholders : 
conduct  and  notice  of  election ;  form  of  ballot ;  elections  not  to  be  held 
within  2  years  of  each  other.  45,  16  Mr 

Oklahoma.  Library  tax  not  to  exceed  3  mills  [formerly  1]  in  cities  of 
5000.     Amending  '01  ch.18  §1.  27.  16  Mr 

Arkansas.  Cities  over  2500  may  levy  library  tax  of  14  mill,  provided 
total  city  tax  does  not  exceed  5  mills.     Supplementing  '01  ch.26. 

137,  13  Ap 

Tennessee.  Levying  tax  of  3c  per  $100  in  taxing  districts  of  100,000  popu- 
lation to  maintain  free  public  libraries  already  established  and  in  opera- 
tion. 534,  3  Ap 
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Ohio.  Ill  city,  village  or  special  school  district  board  of  education  may 
ostablisli  free  public  library,  erect  building,  acquire  property  of  library  asso- 
ciations, receive  gifts  and  levy  tax  of  1  mill.  It  may  and,  when  library 
contains  25,000  volumes,  shall  elect  board  of  7  library  trustees,  term  7  years, 
to  control  library ;  trustees  may  by  %  vote  buy  land  and  erect  library  build- 
ings ;  report  annually  to  board  of  education.  Latter  may  contract  with 
library  association  for  use  of  library.  Board  of  education  in  school  district 
without  free  public  library  may  appropriate  annually  not  over  $250  for 
books  other  than  school  books  for  use  of  teachers  and  pupils.  In  school 
districts  museums  may  be  maintained  in  connection  with  libraries. 

p.8,  17  O  02 

Municipalities  may  by  resolution  of  council  establish  and  maintain  libra- 
ries, receive  gifts  and  provide  for  free  use  of  existing  libraries  by  contract ; 
levy  tax.  p.20  §22,  33,  22  O  02 

Indiana.  State  Board  of  Education  to  control  State  Library ;  to  elect 
librarian,  term  2  years,  bond  $2000;  determine  hours  of  opening;  preserve 
laws,  journals  and  legislative  papers ;  exchange  and  sell  duplicates ;  penalty 
for  misappropriation  of  books  by  librarian ;  books  not  used  for  reference 
may  be  lent  to  any  citizen  of  state  on  guaranty  against  loss  and  payment 
of  transportation  ;  salary  of  librarian  $1800  ;  assistants  and  salaries  ;  annual 
report  to  Legislature ;  board  may  for  cause  remove  librarian  or  assistants. 
Replacing  '05  ch.115  80.  28  F 

Public  Library  Commission  to  have  permanent  office  in  state  house  with 
storage  and  shipping  rooms  in  basement ;  to  emploj'  secretary  [formerly 
state  librarian  was  secretary  ex  officio]  and  assistants ;  provide  courses  of 
library  instruction,  print  circulars  of  information  and  serve  public  librariea 
generally  for  best  interests  of  state ;  obtain  annual  reports  of  all  libraries 
In  state  and  make  full  biennial  report  of  library  conditions  and  progi'ess  to 
governor ;  report  to  be  bound  as  other  public  documents  and  distributed  by 
■commission.  Annual  appropriation  $1000  [formerly  $1000].  Amending  '99 
ch.l03  §2,  3,  5.  02,  7  Mr 

In  a  citj-  of  17,000  to  18,000  population  on  petition  of  100  taxpayers  free 
public  library  managed  by  school  trustees  may  be  put  under  control  of 
library  board  of  3  to  5  persons  elected  by  common  council;  term  3  years; 
bonds,  organization  and  powers ;  annual  report  to  council ;  tax  not  exceed- 
ing 1  mill.  With  consent  of  city  council  library  may  be  open  to  county 
on  terms  prescribed  by  board ;  to  be  free  to  county  and  county  commis- 
sioners may  appoint  1  or  2  members  of  library  board,  if  county  appropriates 
■^^  mill  on  property  outside  of  city.  In  absence  of  county  aid  townships, 
towns  or  cities  may  contract  with  board  for  library  privileges.  Act  not  to 
apply  to  cities  with  special  charters  or  libraries  organized  under  general 
law  of  Mar.  4.  1901.  102,  7  Mr 

Maximum  library  tax  in  cities  and  towns  to  be  1  [formerly  ij]  mill. 
City  library  to  be  free  to  townshij),  if  township  advisory  board  shall  collect 
tax  of  ro  mill  on  property  not  already  taxed  for  library;  township  trustee 
to  be  member  ex  officio  of  public  library  board  and  may  appoint  1  addi- 
member  from  township  as  member  of  board  for  2  years.  Amending  '01 
ch.55  §1,  3,  4,  7, 10.  169,  9  Mr 

Common  councils  or  boards  of  trustees  in  cities  and  towns  may  locate 
public  library  buildings  in  parks,  197,  9  Mr 
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Illinois.  City  couiK-ils  may  by  ordinanco  provide  for  issue  of  20  year 
txmds  at  5%  to  pay  for  library  sites  and  biiildhiKs;  levy  direct  annual  tax. 
Amending  '01  p.235.  p.226,  13  My 

Any  person  authorized  by  law  to  Aote  at  school  elections  shall  l)o  eligible 
to  ottice  of  director  of  free  public  library.  Amending  Kev.  Statutes  '01 
ch.81  §11.  P.22G,  13  My 

Salary  of  librarian  of  State  Historical  Society  $1200  [formerly  not  to 
exceed  $500].     Amending  Rev.  Statutes  '01  ch.l27c  §15.  p.228,  15  My 

State  Historical  Society  to  be  a  department  of  State  Historical  Library. 
Latter  to  pay  incidental  expenses  of  societj'^  and  cost  of  interviewing  old 
settlers  and  examining  local  records.  ^Material  so  collected  to  be  property 
of  library.  p.229,  16  My 

Free  public  libraries  may  l)e  located  in  parks  if  authorized  at  regular 
uumicipal  ekn^tion  ;  rights  of  owners  of  abutting  lands  may  be  acquired 
Ity  condenniation :  control  and  management  of  library  not  to  be  affected  by 
such  location.  p.262,  14  My 

Michigan.  Adjacent  townships,  villages  and  cities  may  unite  to  support 
free  public  library.  Authorities  maintaining  library  may  invite  cooperation 
of  adjoining  township.  On  petition  of  10%  of  A'oters  in  township  invited, 
question  of  tax  not  exceeding  1  mill  to  be  submitted  to  voters ;  assisting 
township  to  elect  annually  1  member  on  board  of  library  commissioners  for 
2  year.'!.     Adding  S 13-17  to  "77  ch.lGl.  19,  2  Ap 

$14,000  for  books  for  State  Library  for  2  years;  .$14,(MK)  for  books  and 
equipment  of  traveling  libraries  for  2  years.  89,  7  My 

State  librarian  to  expend  $5000  for  complete  set  of  records  and  briefs  of 
United  States  Supreme  Court  for  State  Law  Library.  92,  7  My 

See  also  Concurrent  resolution  2,  21  My 

Librarian  of  township,  .school  district,  village  or  city  library  to  report 
annually  to  county  school  conunissioner.     Amending  '01  ch.l99.      134,  21  My 

Salary  of  clerks  in  State  Library  limited  to  $1000  [formerly  .^SOO]. 
Amending  Compiled  Laws  '97   §1709.  1G7,  2  Je 

Wisconsin.  Senate  and  Asseuibly  bills,  resolutions,  memorials  and  jour- 
nals with  appliances  for  filing  them  to  be  sent  to  normal  school ;  college 
and  public  libraries  on  application.     Amending  '01  ch.412  §1.  4,  28  F 

Property  owned  or  occupied  free  of  rental  exclusively  by  county,  city, 
town,  village,  school  district  or  free  pithlic  lihrary  exempt  from  taxation. 
Amending  Statutes  "98  §1038.  91.  20  Ap 

First  10  volumes  of  Wisconsin  historical  collections  to  be  reprinted  under 
.sui)ervision  of  State  Historical  Society  for  distril)ution  among  libraries  of 
state.  96,  20  Ap 

State  superintendent  of  public  property  to  furnish  state  public  documents 
to  libraries  of  more  than  1000  volumes  that  can  care  for  and  use  them ; 
secretary  of  Library  Commission  to  prepare  list  of  such  libraries.  Com- 
mission to  inaintain  legislative  reference  room ;  loan  of  books  between 
State  Library,  state  officers,  legislative  reference  room  and  State  Historical 
Society ;  binding  of  materials,  supplies ;  annual  appropriation  $2500  [for- 
merly $1.jOO].     Amending  '01  ch.l68.  238,  13  My 

Board  of  public  library  trustees  may  transfer  gifts  to  treasiirer  of  city, 
village  or   town   or   to  member  of  board   electefl   financial   secretarv  :   who 
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shall  be  elected  annually  and  give  bund  for  double  amount  held.     Amending 
Statutes  '98  §931.  293.  15  My 

Amending  Statutes  "98  §354  relating  to  use  and  distribution  of  sets  of 
collected  jniblic  documents  by  State  Historical  Library,  superintendent  of 
I>ublic  property  and  Free  Library  Commission.  342,  20  My 

Free  Library  Comnussion  to  establish  department  of  ti-aveling  libraries 
and  aid  in  forming  and  supervising  county  systems  of  traveling  libraries ; 
cooperate  with  other  state  commissions  and  libraries  in  publishing  docu- 
ments:  annual  appropriation  $12,000  [formerly  $4000];  equipment  and 
accounts.     Amending  Statutes  '98  §373a.  b,  '99  ch.53.  348,  20  My 

Creating  commission  to  consist  of  governor  and  G  persons  appointed  by 
him  to  adopt  plan  for  additional  room  for  State  Law  Library  and  supreme 
judicial  department :  .SIO.OOO  aiipropriated  for  services  of  architects,  .$100,000 
for  l)uilding.  399,  21  My 

Library  sites  may  be  uc(iuir('(l  by  roiideinnatioii.  If  award  exceeds  % 
of  gift  for  l)uilding.  excess  to  l>c  ]);ii(1  privately  or  proceedings  dropped. 
Supplementing  "01  ch.310.  404,  21  My 

Minnesota.  I'roviding  for  care  of  law  libraries  in  counties  of  200,000  or 
more  having  joint  building  for  courthouse  and  city  hall  at  covmty  seat. 
If  any  individual  or  corporation  will  install  and  maintain  library  for  10 
years  District  Court  to  decide  question  on  their  petition.  Rooms  and  $1200 
to  $1,500  nnnually  to  be  provided  by  county  and  city.  Library  to  be  admin- 
istered by  owner ;  free  to  city  and  county  oflicials.  7,  7  F 

Cities  and  villages  under  20,000  may  levy  library  tax  of  2  mills;  cities 
of  20.000-50,000  may  leA-y  tax  of  1  mill;  local  library  board  to  send  annual 
report  to  State  Public  Library  Commission.     Amending  S.  '94  §1425-34. 

0,  4  F ;  33,  6  Mr ;  173,  10  Ap  03 

Salary  of  state  librarian  ■li.iooO;  of  vlfrJc  [formerly  assistant]  $900;  assist- 
ant librarian  to  be  appointed  by  librarian  with  approval  of  Supreme  Court 
at  salary  of  $1500 ;  state  officeriiiTeceiving  public  documents  for  use  of 
state  to  deliver  them  to  librarian.  Annual  appropriation  for  State  Library 
$9600  [formerly  $3200].  Repealing  (1)  provision  requiring  annual  list  of 
books  added  to  be  reported  to  governor,  (2)  section  forbidding  sale  or 
exchange  of  statutes  or  session  laws  of  state.  Amending  Gen.  Statutes 
■94  §305-73.  272,  18  Ap 

Kansas.  Libr.-uy  lax  not  to  exceed  2  mills  1  formerly  1|  in  cities  over 
2000.    Amending  Gen.  Statutes  "01  §043.  121,  12  Mr 

Nebraska.  Public  library  funds  in  city,  town  or  village  to  be  paid  out  by 
mimicipal  treasurer  on  voucliers  of  library  board.  Amending  Compiled 
Statutes  '01  ch.49  §4.  .50.  8  Ap 

North  Dakota.  District  school  boards  may  appropriate  yearly  $10  to  $20 
for  school  library  [formerly  library  not  to  exceed  $50  in  value  or  with 
con.sent  of  majority  of  voters  might  equal  $100].  Annual  report  to  county 
superintendent.     Amending  Revised  Code  "99  §694.  83  §2,  10  Mr 

Montana.  Unexpended  part  of  fund  of  law  department  of  State  Library 
to  be  set  aside  for  purchase  of  books.     Amending  Political  Code  §2389. 

31,  26  F 

Appropriating  $13,000  for  metallic  fixtures  and  shelving  in  State  Library. 

p.318,   5  Mr 
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Wyoming.  Salary  of  state  librarian  .$1200  [formerly  $800].  Auiendin;,' 
Revised  Statutes  '90  §469.  87,  23  F 

Incorporated  city  or  town  over  50(JU  receiving  for  public  library  purposes 
gift  of  building,  wbicb  has  l)een  or  is  maintained  by  county  may  contribute 
to  expenses  of  building.  88.  23  F 

Colorado.  Salary  of  librarian  of  Supreme  Court  $.2000  [formerly  not 
exceeding  $1500].     Amending  '93  cb.57.  92,  10  Ap 

Colorado  Traveling  Library  Commission  of  5  members  to  be  appointed 
by  governor  on  nomination  of  executive  board  of  State  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs ;  term  3  years ;  rooms  in  capitol ;  §2000  voted  for  2  years 
for  books  and  expenses.  140,  13  Ap 

New  Mexico.  Granting  library  building  site  to  Woman's  Board  of  Trade 
and  Library  Association  of  Santa  Fe ;  income  from  rented  rooms  to  be 
used  for  support  of  Free  Public  Library ;  property  exempt  from  taxation. 

51,  12  Mr 

Territorial  librarian  to  send  to  Library  of  Congress  old  Spanish  and 
Mexican  archives  prior  to  1850  to  be  classified,  analyzed  and  indexed  with- 
out charge  to  territory ;  copies  of  analysis  and  Index  and  documents  printed 
to  be  furnished  to  territory ;  all  original  documents  to  be  returned  to  Terri- 
torial Library  within  5  years.  102,  19  Mr 

Requiring  publishers  of  territorial  Supreme  Court  reports  and  statutes 
to  send  copies  to  local  territorial  and  United  States  ofiicials  and  providing 
for  exchange  of  publications  with  states  through  territorial  librarian. 

108  §8,  19  Mr 

Arizona.  Appropriating  $4000  for  recovery  of  lost  or  misplaced  books  of 
Territorial  Library,  for  completing  sets,  arranging  books  and  printing 
catalogue  for  distribution  to  patrons.  69,  19  Mr 

Secretary  of  territory  to  buy  150  [formerly  50]  copies  of  Supreme  Court 
reports  for  exchange  purposes.     Amending  Revised  Statutes  '01  §4070. 

70,  19  Mr 

Board  of  curators  of  Territorial  Library  to  elect  annually  1  of  its  own 
members  librarian  [formerly  territorial  secretary  was  librarian]  to  serve 
without  salary ;  board  may  employ  assistant  librarian  at  not  over  $50  per 
month.  85,  19  Mr 

Nevada.  Setting  apart  site  for  $15,000  Carnegie  library  in  public  place 
of  town  of  Reno,  Washoe  co.  22,  4  Mr 

California.  Amending  Political  Code  §2293,  2295,  2298  to  allow  state 
librarian  to  appoint  other  assistants ;  Library  Board  to  circulate  State 
Library  books  to  persons  other  than  members  of  Legislature  and  state 
officers ;  to  collect  statistics  and  other  library  information  for  libraries 
within  state ;  to  enlarge  system  of  foreign  and  domestic  exchange  of  books ; 
to  bring  suit  for  S  [formerly  2]  times  value  of  lost  book.  74,  3  Mr 

Districts  having  five  or  more  teachers  shall  apportion  annually  not  less 
than  $10  nor  more  than  $15  for  each  teacher  employed  [formerly  not  over 
$50  total]  for  district  school  libraries.     Amending  Political  Code  §1713. 

264.  21  Mr 

Oregon.  Counties  of  50.000  or  more  may  levy  tax  not  over  M  mill  for 
County  Public  Library.  When  tax  has  been  levied  County  Court  may  pro- 
vide for  establishment  and  control  or  contract  with  library  association  for 
free  use  of  library  to  county.     Library  to  be  at  county  seat.  p.4.  28  Ja 
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Removing  maximum  limit  of  !i  mill  for  library  tax  in  cities.  Amending 
Codes  and  Statutes  '02  §3569.  p.24,  12  F 

Amending  Codes  and  Statutes  '02  §1935  relating  to  imblishing,  selling 
and  circulating  of  obscene  pictures  and  literature.  p.GT,  16  F 

Idaho.  Designating  7  commissioners  to  locate  and  erect  Supreme  Court 
building  and  library  costing  $15,000  at  Lewiston  on  donation  of  site  by  city ; 
20  year  bonds  may  be  issued  at  4% ;  deputy  clerk  of  Supreme  Court  to  have 
charge  of  library  and  building ;  salary  $75  per  month ;  support  of  library  ; 
e.x:changes ;  commissioners  to  report  to  governor.  p.42,  20  F 

State  Library  Commission  to  consist  of  attorney  general,  secretary  of 
state,  superintendent  of  public  instruction  and  president  of  State  Univer- 
sity, with  attorney  general  as  chairman  and  superintendent  as  secretary. 
To  have  management  of  traveling  libraries ;  promote  the  establishment  of 
public  school  and  other  free  libraries ;  receive  gifts ;  report  annually  to> 
governor.  Repealing  '01  p.6,  creating  State  Library  and  Extension  an* 
Traveling  Library  Commission.  p.283,  11  Mr 

Washington.  County  superintendents  to  establish  county  circulating: 
libraries  for  pupils  and  pupils  and  teachers  reading  circles ;  lists  of  bo<*s 
to  be  recommended  by  State  Board  of  Education.  County  tax  of  ^\  mill 
may  be  levied.     Amending  '97  ch.118.  104  §26  to  29,  14  Mr 

State  Library  Commission  to  consist  of  governor,  judges  of  Supreme 
Court  and  attorney  general.  Advisory  board  of  5  to  consist  of  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  and  4  persons  appointed  by  governor,  2 
on  recommendation  of  State  Historical  Society  and  State  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs ;  to  give  advice  to  Library  Commission  on  historical  branch 
of  library  and  traveling  libraries ;  term  4  years.  Commission  to  control 
State  Library  and  traveling  libraries ;  giAO  advice  and  assistance  to  libra- 
ries and  to  communities  proposing  to  establish  them ;  elect  state  librarian, 
salary  $1500,  bond  $2000;  salary  of  2  assistants  not  over  $1000  each;  libra- 
rian to  have  charge  of  State  Library  and  act  as  secretary  to  library  com- 
mission and  advisory  board ;  report  biennially  to  commission.  Publish, 
distribute  and  sell  public  documents  to  officers  and  institutions  in  state 
and  in  other  states  and  countries.  Abolishing  State  Library  Commission 
of  '01  ch.43.  171,  17  Mr 

Creating  State  Historical  Society  a  trustee  of  the  state  to  collect  state 
history  materials ;  catalogue  and  malce  them  convenient  for  consultation ; 
publish  collections  biennially.  Governor,  secretary  of  state  and  state  treas- 
urer to  be  ex  officio  members  of  Board  of  Curators.  177,  7  Mr 

LIBRARY  MEETINGS 
New  York  Library  Association 

Library  week.  The  New  York  (State)  Library  Association  held 
its  13th  annuial  meeting  at  Lake  Ph\cid,  Sep.  21-26. 

The  president's  address  was  delivered  by  Arthur  E.  Bostwick. 

For  the  publicity  committee  Miss  M.  E.  Hazeltine  reported  on 
various  ways  of  spreading  knowledge  of  library  work  and  ideals. 
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^[rs  H.  L.  Elmciidorf  rejioi'lcd  tliat  no  now  vca(lin«>-  lists  or  lists 
of  WW  books  liiul  Ix^en  ])nbli8lie(l  dniinj;'  llic  year  for  lack  of  time, 
but  llic  Avork  is  to  bo  continued. 

A\' :  T\.  Ivastnian  jnesented  the  ro]»ort  on  library  legislation  in 
tlic  State,  and  read  tlic  rojiorl  jircparcd  by  l>r  .1.  H.  ('anficld  on 
library  institutes. 

Jolin  10.  IJrandcg-ce  jtresenlcd  tiic  icjjort  of  tlio  committee  on 
library  ti'aining,  wliicb  was  niainl.v  a  summary  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
report  on  the  subject. 

Miss  M.  E.  Hazeltine  conducted  a  round  table  meeting  for  small 
libraries  and  Miss  Theresa  Hitcliler  a  (luestion  1m»x. 

]Mr  (i(H)i'j>e  Bruce  gave  a  brief  illustrated  talk  on  the  steriliza- 
tion of  books  in  the  Lake  Placid  Public  Library. 

Mr  John  Thomson  described  the  plan  of  the  Keystone  State 
Library  Asist>ciation  for  the  subject  classification  of  fiction. 

A  leclure  on  ]ibrar\  buildings  in  ll:e  Slate,  illustrated  wit li 
lantern  slides  giving  critical  observations  on  various  plans  and 
showing  tendencies  in  library  architecture  was  delivered  by  W:  R. 
Eastman. 

Three  sessions  were  devoted  to  the  following  topics:  (t)  Ex- 
tension of  the  Field  of  Library  Work;  discussion  opened  by 
E.  W.  Gaillard.  (2)  Health  of  Library  Employees;  Miss  Mary 
MacMillan's  paiKM-  read  by  ^Miss  M.  E.  Hazeltine.  (3)  Duplicate 
Pay  Collections  and  the  New  York  F.aw ;  introductory  paper  by 
W :  F.  Yust. 

The  association  adopted  memorial  resolutions  on  the  death  of 
Miss  Hannah  P.  James.  Miss  M-.  S.  R.  James,  Mrs  Ellen  Coe 
Rylance  and  Mr  Charles  Ammi  Cutter. 

OFFICERS  1903-4 

I»resident,  ^Irs  H.  L.  Elmendorf,  Buifalo 
Vice  president,  J.  E.  Brandegee,  Utica 
Secretary,  Miss  M.  E.  Hazeltine,  Jamestown 
Treasurer,  lO.  W.  Gaillard,  New  York. 

Fuller  reports  of  the  meeting  are  in  JAhmnj  Journal,  October 
1903,  p.  719-21  and  Public  Lihraries,  November  1903,  p.  419-26. 
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Library  institutes.  The  institute  committee,  J.  H.  Ganfield, 
ehainiiaii.  reporred  the  institiit<>  districts  slightly  changed  as 
folloAvs ; 

1  Ne\\  biii-g :     Dutchess,    Orange.    I'utiiam.    Rockland,    Sullivan 

and  Ulster'  counties. 

2  Albany :  Albany,  Columbia,  Clinton,  Essex,  Greene,  Rensse- 

laer, Saratoga,  Schenectady,  Schoharie,  AVarren  and  Wash- 
ington counties. 

3  Iltica:   Fulton.   Hamilton,   Herldmer,   Madison   and  Oneida 

counties, 

4  Binghamton  :  Brooine,  Delaware,  Chemung,  Chenango,  Otsego, 

Tioga  and  Tompkins  counties. 

5  Syracuse :  Cayuga,  Cortland,  Onondaga  and  Oswego  counties. 

6  Rochester:   Livingston,  Monroe,   Ontario,   SchTiyler,   Seneca, 

Wayne  and  Yates  counties. 

7  Oleian :    Allegany,    Cattaraugus,    Chaiutauqua    and    Steuben 

counties. 

8  Ogdensburg:   Franklin,   Jefferson,   Lewis  and    St  Lawrence 

counties. 
As  last  yeiar,  three  other  districts  wei^e  to  be  cared  for  by  the 
local  library  clubs  of  the  respective  cities.     These  were 

9  Brooklyn :  Kings,  Nassau,  Queens  and  Suffolk  counties. 

10  New  York :  New  York,  Richmond  and  Westchester  counties. 

11  Buffalo:    Erie,    Genesee,    Niagara,    Orleans    and    Wyoming 

counties. 

Library  institutes  were  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  associa- 
tion in  each  of  the  first  8  districts,  and  a  local  club  w^as  organ- 
ized in  each  district,  as  shown  in  the  following  tables. 

The  Long  Island  Library  Club  held  an  institute  at  Freeport, 
May  23,  and  the  New  York  Library  Club  held  another  at  Irving- 
ton,  Mav  27. 
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The  committee  commended  the  work  of  institute  conductors 
and  noted  the  interest  taken  by  the  librarians  of  smaller  libraries 
in  the  opportunity  for  personal  contact  with  those  of  larger  ex- 
perience and  more  successful  effort.  The  gain  in  attendance  over 
that  of  the  first  year  was  considerable,  though  it  is  still  a  problem 
to  secure  attendance  from  many  small  and  comparatively  ineffi- 
cient libraries.  Those  having  charge  of  such  libraries  need  the 
experience  and  stimulus  of  these  meetings  more  than  do  those 
connected  with  larger  enterprises;  but  either  they  are  backward 
in  availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  thus  offei*ed,  or  the  author- 
ities of  such  libraries  do  not  see  the  desirability  of  sending  repre- 
sentatives to  the  institutes. 

The  general  interest  and  profit  of  the  meetings  was  an  advance 
over  that  of  a  year  ago.  The  formation  of  8  library  clubs  in  the 
several  institute  districts  organizes  the  library  interests  of  the 
State  to  a  degree  not  heretofore  attained. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  the  associa- 
tion :  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  this  association  be  directed 
to  send  to  the  Eegents  of  the  University  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  library  institutes  as  adopted  by  this  conference, 
together  with  a  communication  in  the  name  of  this  association, 
calling  attention  of  the  Regents  to  results  already  accomplished 
by  institutes,  thanking  the  Regents  for  their  assistance  and  co- 
operation in  this  work,  and  urging  them  to  continue  like  assist- 
ance in  the  future. 

The  following  circular  was  sent  to  the  local  library  clubs. 

SUGGESTIONS   TO   DISTRICT    LIBRARY    CLUBS 

The  committee  on  library  institutes,  appointed  by  the  New  York 
State  Library  Association,  desires  to  suggest  some  ways  and 
means  by  which  newly  organized  district  library  clubs  may  assist 
in  advancing  library  interests  of  their  respective  districts. 

1  There  should  be  a  carefully  prepared  and  frequently  revised 
list  of  all  public  libraries  in  each  district,  with  number  of  volumes 
in  each,  number  of  periodicals  taken,  circulation  of  past  year, 
days  and  hours  when  each  library  is  open,  annual  revenues  of 
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each  library,  iiaine  and  address  of  each  person  employed  on  the 
library  staff,  and  names  and  addresses  of  trustees  of  each  library. 
This  list  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  district  club.  All  library 
workers  should  be  invited  to  join  the  club. 

This  information  and  mcmborshii)  Avill  be  extremely  valuable 
in  determiuinii  work  and   inlhiciice  of  the  district  club. 

2  Where  a  library,  founded  and  supported  by  popular  vote,  is 
not  yet  fully  established,  or  where  its  resources  are  very  limited, 
a  local  woman's  auxiliary  may  be  formed  advantageously  to  co- 
operate in  specific  undertakings  with  the  library  officials.  Names 
and  addresses  of  these  auxiliaries  and  their  officers  should  be 
projjerly  filed  with  the  district  club  secretary. 

3  Whenever  possible,  there  should  be  secured  in  at  least  one 
local  paper,  or  in  one  published  near  each  library  and  circulating 
among  its  patrons,  certain  space  to  be  known  as  the  public  library 
column,  in  which  should  regularly  appear  news,  both  local  and 
otherwise,  carefully  prepared. 

Librarians  ought  to  be  very  quick  to  use  this  as  a  medium  of 
correspondence  with  patrons  concerning  all  nmtters  of  mutual 
or  public  interest.  Here  should  appear  lists  of  new  books,  special 
lists  for  special  occasions,  hints  to  readers,  suggestions  to  women's 
clubs,  news  from  other  libraries,  short  criticisms  (original  or 
quoted)  of  current  books,  news  of  the  magazines,  annual  or  semi- 
annual library  report,  etc. 

Copies  of  these  library  columns  sent  i-egularly  to  district  club 
secretaries  will  keep  them  well  informed  as  to  all  library  condi- 
tions in  their  district. 

4  Each  library  should  be  encouraged  to  hold  at  least  one  public 
meeting  each  year  in  its  own  community,  preferably  in  the  even- 
ing, with  a  full  report  of  its  condition  and  needs  (presented  by 
the  chairman  of  the  trustees)  followed  by  an  appropriate  address 
by  some  competent  person,  the  evening  closing  Avitli  a  "  social 
hour."  Wherever  possible,  this  meeting  should  be  held  in  the 
library;  and  if  this  is  too  small  for  probable  attendance  then  the 
social  hour  or  reception  should  be  held  in  the  library. 
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These  meetiugs.  report??  and  social  giatherings — all  for  the 
library,  all  centering  in  the  library,  all  calling  attention  to 
the  librar}'^ — ^niay  easily  be  made  most  stimulating  and  helpful. 

5  Between  libraries  of  each  district  there  should  be  constant 
interchange  of  experience  and  suggestion,  largely  through  the  dis- 
trict club;  or  at  least  organized  and  stimulated  by  this  club. 

Occasional  interlibrary  loans,  joint  purchases,  systematic  ex- 
changes of  duplicates  or  of  books  no  longer  in  demand,  these  and 
other  forms  of  usefulness  will  occur  to  those  whose  open  and  alert 
minds  are  thus  turned  to  consider  library  matters.  These  dietails 
must  be  determined  by  local  conditions,  and  by  experience  of 
district  club  officers  in  other  yet  similar  undertakings.  The  com- 
mittee simply  wishes  to  be  sure  that  each  district  club  takes  up 
some  definite  work  in  a  definite  wa,y,  and  hopes  to  hear  at  an 
early  day  from  each  club  secretary  that  plans  for  the  work,  for 
some  work,  for  the  season  of  1903-4  are  well  matured  and  have  the 
liearty  acceptance  and  indorsement  of  every  member.  If  this  gen- 
eml  plan  can  be  successfully  carried  out,  this  will  be  the  most 
important  and  most  fiiiitful  year  in  the  history  of  public  libraries 
in  this  commonwealth. 

Buifalo  Library  Club.  4  meetings  were  held  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Buffalo  ]*ul)]ic  l.ibrary.     Dates  and  subjects  were  as  follows: 

Jan.  4,  1903.     Discussion  of  the  work  of  the  club. 

Feb.  25,  1903.  Reception  to  Melvil  Dewey;  inspection  of  the 
educational  features  of  the  Society  of  Natural  Scienices,  the  Art 
Gallery  and  the  Public  Library. 

May  21,  1903.     Coming  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to  Niagara  Falls. 

Xov.  5,  1903.     Election  of  officers. 

Officers  1903-4:  President,  E.  P.  VanDuzee;  Vice  president, 
Walter  L.  Bi'own  ;  Secretary-treasurer,  Miss  Katherine  L.  Cuth- 
bert. 

Long  Island  Library  Club.  5  meetings  were  held  during  the 
third  year  of  the  club : 

Oct.  IG,  1902.  Pratt  Institute  Free  Library.  Paper  on  A 
Librarian's  Personal  Reading;  Symposium:  How  do  Librarians 
Select  Books? 
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Dec.  4,  1902.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  502  Fulton  st.  Brooklyn.  List  and 
Bibliographies;  Essentials  of  a  Good  Reference  List. 

Feb.  19,  1903.  Packer  Institute.  Difference  between  American 
and  European  Library  Periodicals;  Readingroom  Discipline. 

Ap.  16,  1903.  Library  of  the  Kings  County  Medical  Society. 
The  Library  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  CoTinty  of  Kings;  Im- 
pressions of  the  Atlantic  City  Meeting;  election  of  officers,  1903-4  : 
President,  Susan  A.  Hutchinson;  Vice  president,  H.  H.  B.  Meyer; 
Secretary,  Mary  L.  Davis;  Treasurer,  Sara  Jacobsen.  Full  re- 
ports are  in  Libranj  Journal,  1902,  p.9G2-63;  1903,  p.2G-27,  125, 
251,  305. 

New  York  Library  Club.     G  meetings  were  hold  during  the  year : 

Oct.  9,  1902.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  317  W.  56th  st.  Reports  on  A.  L.  A. 
and  Lake  Placid  meetings.     Disinfection  of  Books. 

Nov.  14,  1902.  Hall  of  board  of  education.  Park  av.  and  59th 
St.    Relations  between  libraries  and  schools. 

Jan.  15,  1903.  Earl  hall,  Columbia  Univei'sity.  Hygiene  of 
Reading.    Dangers  of  Overreading.    Reports  on  library  institutes. 

Mar.  12,  1903.  Yorkville  branch  of  N.  Y.  Public  Library. 
Value  of  the  Accession  Record. 

Mar.  26,  1903.    Annual  dinner  at  rooms  of  Aldine  Association. 

May  14, 1903.  Botanical  museum  in  Bronx  park.  Some  Flower 
Structures  and  their  Meanings. 

Officers  3903-4 :  President,  Edwin  W.  Gaillard;  First  vice  presi- 
dent, John  Cotton  Dana;  Second  vice  president,  Helen  E.  Haines; 
Secretary,  Mary  E.  Miller,  120  Broadway;  Treasurer,  Elizabeth 
G.  Baldwin. 

Library  Journal  reports  the  meetings  for  1902  on  p.964,  1019; 
for  1903  on  p.l-i-Tr,.  12G.  2.")l-.j2.  .305. 

American  Library  Association.  Its  25th  meeting  was  at  Niagara 
Falls,  June  22-26.  Attendance  was  684  from  30  states  and  Can- 
ada, England,  Scotland,  Holland  and  Switzerland;  237  men,  447 
women;  186  chief  librarians,  257  assistants,  25  trustees  and  com- 
missioners, 40  commercial  agents,  33  students,  143  others. 

In  general  sessions  the  following  topics  were  considered : 
Niagara  in  Literature;  notes  on  English  Libraries  as  seen  by  an 
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American  Librarian;  Eelatious  of  Libraries  to  Booli  Trade; 
Library  Training;  Fiction  in  Public  Libraries;  Greater  Freedom 
in  Use  of  Books;  Commercial  Circulating  Libraries;  Duplicate 
Pay  Collections ;  Library  Administration ;  Essentials  of  a  Library 
Report;  Weak  Points  in  Library  Statistics;  Headquarters  for 
A.  L.  A. ;  Title  Pages  and  Indexes  to  Periodicals;  Plans  of  A.  L.  A. 
Publishing  Board;  Cooperative  Catalog  Cards  for  Children's 
Books ;  Cooperative  Work  of  John  Crerar  Library, 

In  the  various  sections  the  following  subjects  were  discussed : 
College  and  Reference  Section :  Treatment  of  Books  according  to 
Amount  of  their  Use. 

Catalogue  section:  Cataloguing  of  Government  Documents, 
United  States  and  Foreign ;  Library  of  Congress  Catalogue  Cards. 

Trustees  section :  Chief  Duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees ;  Year's 
Work  at  Library  of  Congress;  Lay  Control  in  Libraries  and  Else- 
where. 

Children's  librarians  section :  Proposed  List  of  Children's 
Book.s  to  Replace  the  Sargent  Reading  for  the  Yoimg:  Chief 
Children's  Books  of  1902;  Principles  of  Decoration  as  applied  to 
Libraries  and  Schools;  Classification  and  Cataloguing  of  Chil- 
dren's Books;  Youngest  Children  and  their  Books. 

State  library  commissions  section :  How  Far  can  Commissions 
be  Responsible  for  Library  Instruction;  Plan  for  a  System  of 
Registration  and  Licensing  of  Librarians;  Commissions  and 
Library  Buildings;  Book  Wagons;  Railroad  Traveling  Libraries; 
Canadian  Reading  Camp  Movement. 

Round  table  meeting  for  small  libraries :  The  Country  Library ; 
The  Small  City  Library;  Work  with  Children  in  a  Small  Library; 
Reference  Work  in  a  Small  Public  Librar3\ 

Officers  1903-4 :  President,  Herbert  Putnam ;  First  vice  presi- 
dent, Ernest  C.  Richardson ;  Second  vice  president,  Miss  Mary  W. 
Plummer ;  Secretary,  J.  I.  Wyer,  University  of  Nebraska  Library, 
Lincoln  Neb.;  Treasurer,  Gardner  M.  Jones;  Recorder,  Helen  E. 
Haines. 

Papers  and  proceedings  are  in  Library  Journal,  July  1903  and 
Public  Libraries,  October  1903. 
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National  Association  of  State  Librarians.  The  sixili  aiiiiiial  nicet- 
ino^  was  held  at  Niao-ara  Falls.  June  24-25,  1903. 

Subjects:  I'l-ogress  of  the  State  Library,  some  Ditlieulties  in  the 
Wav ;  The  State  Librarian  and  the  Public;  Function  of  the 
National  Association  of  Stale  Librarians;  .M(  rj»iup;  the  X.  A.  S.  L. 
into  the  A.  L.  A.;  Exchange  and  Distribution  of  State  Documents; 
The  Duty  of  Official  Libraries  in  Collecting-  Municipal  Documents; 
Is  it  Advisable  to  Buy  ]Nragazines  in  Sets  or  Obtain  them  by  Sub- 
scription; Cataloguing  and  rreservation  of  Maps  in  Indiana  State 
Library;  Notes  of  a  Neophyte;  The^  State  Library  and  Historical 
Societies;  Place  of  State  Libraries  among  I'ublic  Libraries  of  the 
State;  Some  Statistics  from  Answers  to  Questions  sent  to  35' 
State  Libraries;  Kelation  of  the  State  Librarian  to  Public  Docu- 
ments of  his  own  State;  A  Clearing  House  for  State  Publications. 

Officers  1903-4:  President,  Johnson  Brigham,  loAva;  Vice  presi- 
dents, Edward  M.  Goddard.  Vermont;  ^Irs  Jessie  P.  Weber, 
Illinois;  Secretary,  Miss  ^linnie  ^L  Oakley.  State  Historical 
Society,  Madison  \N'is. 

Keports  are  in  Llhraru  ■lournaL  August  1903,  p.r)0S-14  and 
PuhUc  Libraries,  October  1903,  p.3Tl-80. 

National  Educational  Association.  The  seventh  annual  meeting 
of  the  library  depart  nient  Avas  held  in  Boston  ^lass.  July  8-10, 
1903. 

Subjects:  Some  ( "(>i>liei:ili\('  Suggestions;  Tiildic  Liliraiy  Work 
for  Public  Schools ;  Public  Library  and  Public  School ;  Mission 
of  the  Class  Library;  Is  the  Public  Library  a  Promptuary  for 
Public  Schools;  The  Library  as  an  Adjunct  to  the  Secondary 
School;  Some  Nebraska  Ex]>erinients;  Cooperative  Work  of  the 
Public  Library  and  Normal  Schools  of  Cleveland,  O. ;  Library 
Instruction  in  Normal  Schools;  final  address  by  Melvil  Dewey. 

Officers  1903-4:  President,  Reuben  P.  Hallock,  Kentucky;  Vice 
president,  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Pennsylvania;  Secretary,  Mary  E. 
A  hern,  Illinois. 

Reports  are  in  Library  Journal,  August  1903,  p.61T-18  and 
Puhlie  Lihrarifs.  October  1903.  p.370. 
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YEAR'S   LIBRARY   TREND 

It  is  impossible  to  read  library  rct-ords  without  recognizing  that 
the  movement  is  gaining  much  more  rapidly  than  the  normal 
growth  of  population  and  wealth.  In  national,  state  and  local 
legislation  we  find  everywhere  more  generous  appropriation  for 
books  and  buildings,  larger  salaries  for  librarians  and  assistants, 
and  fuller  recognition  of  the  library  as  coordinate  with  the  school, 
one  of  the  two  halves  of  education,  the  highest  concern  of  the 
state. 

Public  libraries  are  steadily  recognizing  their  duties  and  taking 
on  as  fast  as  means  allow  their  functions  in  the  various  phases 
of  home  ediication.  Whatever  is  to  be  done  at  pviblic  expense  for 
education  and  culture,  outside  of  the  schools,  is  usually  done  best 
and  cheapest  in  connection  with  the  public  library.  Pictures 
have  fully  won  their  place  not  alone  on  the  walls  of  libraries  and 
in  library  use  for  consultation,  but  they  are  more  and  more  being 
circulated  as  needed.  ^lusic  steadily  gains  and  the  immense 
recent  development  of  mechanical  players  has  opened  the  way 
for  a  tenfold  increase  in  what  libraries  can  do  for  the  public 
in'  music.  Very  few  people  presume  to  antagonize  the  position 
that  a  tax})ayer  who  borrows  from  a  library  Hamlet  because  it 
is  for  public  interest  that  he  should  enjoy  that  great  artistic 
masterpiece  of  literature,  may  not  as  properly  borrow  Beethoven's 
Eroica  or  the  C  minor  symphony  in  order  that  he  may  play  it  over 
and  over  again  to  his  family,  and  thus  in  the  only  practical  way 
come  to  appreciate  it.  We  have  dinned  into  the  ears  of  teachei's 
that  if  their  pupils  are  to  get  the  best  out  of  the  books  of  all  time, 
the  world's  great  literature,  they  must  read  it,  not  simply  text- 
books and  comments  alxnit  it.  Similarly  w^e  know  that  it  has 
little  value  merely  to  read  about  ])ictures  and  music.  We  must 
see  the  pictures  or  good  reproductions  of  them  and  hear  the  music 
over  and  over.  It  is  impossible  to  do  this  at  any  reasonable  cost 
except  by  providing  through  the  public  library  that  the  best  pic- 
tures and  music  can  be  borrowed  as  readily  as  the  best  books. 

Librairy  relations  gTow, stronger  each  year  to  museums,  study 
club®,   university   extension    and   other   lecture  courses,   and   to 
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correspondence  and  other  forms  of  extension  teaching.  SmalF 
libraries  can  not  of  course  undertake  elaborate  machinery,  but 
the}'  are  aiming  to  do  their  part  in  the  great  work  which  has  at 
last  come  to  be  generally  recognized  as  worthy  the  best  thought 
and  effort  and  its  share  of  the  appropriations  given  in  the  past 
to  those  friends  of  education  who  have  limited  their  activities- 
wholly  to  the  schools. 

Another  most  gratifying  tendency  as  shoAvu  by  recent  legisla- 
tion in  numerous  states  is  the  development  of  the  state  library, 
which  is  clearly  destined  to  become  the  official  head  of  the  library 
movement  in  each  commonwealth.  Unification  between  state 
libraries  and  state  library  commissions  is  an  obvious  necessity 
for  both  efficiency  and  economy.  In  many  cases  the  commission 
is  in  charge  of  abler  men  and  will  handle  the  combined  interests 
more  wisely,  so  that  the  best  results  will  clearly  be  secured  by 
putting  the  state  library  in  charge  of  the  commission,  but  when- 
this  is  done  the  commissioners  will  doubtless  be  called  trustees 
of  the  state  library  and  as  such  discharge  also  the  function  of  the 
state  library  commission.  Those  who  have  studied  the  question 
longest  and  most  thoroughly  seem  more  and  more  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  fact  that  the  New  York  method  of  developing  the 
public  library  system  through  the  agency  of  the  state  library  antf 
its  home  education  department  is  the  method  that  other  state* 
will  be  constrained  to  follow  when  they  try  to  give  to  the  public 
the  best  results  for  the  time  and  money  expended  in  an  effort  to 
put  the  best  reading  before  all  the  people. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Melvil  Dewey 

Director 

State  Ulrary,  Nov.  30,  1903 
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C45  House  Libraries.     4p.     Feb.  1905. 


